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Abstract

This research aimed to: 1. Studied the political context that affected the
political communication of Buddhist monks in Thailand to enhance their status.
2. Examined the political communication process of Buddhist monks in the
Northern region (Nanthaninya) and the Southern region (Thammakamala). 3.
Conducted qualitative research based on the communication theories of David K.
Berlo (Berlo, 1960) and Brian McNair (McNair, 1999). Data was collected through
in-depth interviews with 31 individuals. The research findings revealed the
following: 1. The political context significantly influenced the communication for
enhancing the status of Buddhist monks. Nanthaninya monks were the driving
force in the Northern region, while Thammakamala monks led in the Southern
region. The status of both groups was acknowledged by the local populations in
these regions. 2. The political communication process of Nanthaninya monks
aligned with the theories of David K. Berlo. The communicators in this group
excelled in various aspects, including their background, positive attitude towards
themselves, Buddhism, and their status as monks. They possessed excellent
communication skills, effectively persuading people to have faith in Buddhism. 3.
The political communication process of Thammakamala monks followed the
communication theories of David K. Berlo. Communicators in this group were
capable of transmitting information through various media and persuading people
from different religions and cultures to cooperate and offer assistance to humanity
without dividing by ethnicity or religion. The research concluded that: 1. Political
context was a crucial factor in pushing for legal recognition of the status of
Buddhist monks. 2. Buddhist monks played a significant role in propagating
Buddhism. 3. Almsgiving was a means to gain acceptance in the monk status.
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