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Abstract

Objectives of this research article were 1. To study merit making in line with
Theravada Buddhism, 2. To study Buddhist culture and merit making in Thai
society and 3. To build making merit process in line with Theravada Buddhism in
Thai society. The methodology of this research was qualitative research that data
were collected by document research and in-depth Interviewing 5 key informants,
purposefully selected, with in-depth-interview script.

The research findings were that: 1. Starting with Buddhists have faith in
Buddha and then make merit with the Buddha. After that Buddha taught them to
have wisdom, faith and come with wisdom, 2. Merit making in Thai culture come
in many forms according to the periods of time and is found that the merit making
is not conformed with the Theravada Buddhism, due to not understanding the
right way of merit making, principles, results of merit making causing suffers to
oneself and society, 3. Merit making process according to Buddhism in Thai society
is to understand the right principles, consisting of the concept,(before merit
making), practice (merit making) and the results of merit making( results of merit
making). After the merit has been made, the doers receive the different results of
merit making, including immediate happiness from merit making and the results
of having refuges in this world and next life

Keywords: Making Merit; Buddhism; Thai society
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