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Abstract

This research had the following objectives: 1. To study the level of public
understanding of politics in a democratic system among the people. 2. To
compare the levels of understanding of politics in a democratic system among
different age groups. 3. To propose guidelines for fostering political understanding
in @ democratic system among the people. The research was conducted following
a mixed-method research approach. Quantitative research involved using
questionnaires with a confidence level of 0.832 among a sample group of 400
people in Nakhon Pathom Municipality, Nonthaburi Province, aged 18 and above.
Qualitative research involved in-depth interviews with 8 key informants, and data
analysis included frequency counts, percentages, means, standard deviations, and
hypothesis testing. The research findings revealed the following results: 1. The
understanding of governing in a democratic system among the people was at a
moderate level, encompassing principles of democracy, equality, democratic
power, and rights and freedoms. 2. People of different genders and education
levels had overall similar levels of understanding of politics in a democratic
system. However, people of different ages and occupations had varying levels of
political understanding. 3. Political understanding in a democratic system among
the people included the reception of information, encompassing three main
wisdoms: Satummaya wisdom, Jintammaya wisdom, and Phawannammaya
wisdom.

Keywords: Political understanding; Democratic system; People
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