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FACTORS AFFECTING THE MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS’ LEARNING
ACHIEVEMENT IN MULTI-ENVIRONMENT OF XINJIANG PROVINCE, CHINA
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ABSTRACT
The aim of this study was to find out the factors affecting on Middle
School students’ learning achievement in multi-envircnment of Xinjiang Province,
China. The research was a mix research; the participants were Middle School grade

nine students at cne of the midcle schools in Xinjiang of China. Three teachers

were interview for preliminary data collection to desien the questionnaire.
The data were collected from the guestionnaire, distributed to 279 participants.
The data sathered then were statistically analyzed by using multiple regression to
find out significance factors affecting on students learning achieverment in multi-
environment The findings of related with family factors, culture factors, individual
factor, and teacher factor affected on students learmning achievement. Therefore,
the findings recommend the school have to consider curriculum setting and the
way improve school managerment skill.

Keywords: Culture, minority students, Han students, learning achievermnent, Xinjiang

1. INTRODUCATION

In Xinjiang of China, a hilingual school is where the students are taught
using Uychur and Mancarin as the lancuages of instruction. According to Xinjiang
national news (2016), one of the problems of bilingual education at primary anc
secondary school is that there is not encugh hish gquality, professionally gualified,
bilingual teachers for teaching minority students. This lack of bilingual teachers
caused lots of minerity students tofail entrance examinations because the entrance
examination papers are the same as other province of China. In addition, some

locations in Xinjiang, the bilingual school teachers cannot speak Mandarin fluently.
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The minority students also have pronunciation problems. Minorities account for
about sixty percent of the population; almost all of the pecople living in Southern
part of Xinjiang are minorities. They are in HeTian, KaShi and Kyeyz autonomous
prefecture which are made up of about ninety percent minorities. Moreover,
minocrity people continue to live traditional-style lives, and they lack of using of
Mandarin for communicating with others. Moreover, their children also lack of
knowledge of Mandarin and Chinese culture.

Minority students have been learning Mandarin for more than twenty
years now, but Han Chinese students are not learning Uyeur language. Fven though
minority students can speak Mandarin, they tend tc only want to play with other
minority students. Likewise, Han Chinese stucdents also generally only keep
friendships with Han nation. For instance, Han students and minority students
always have conflicts during school. Han students fisht with minority students. Han
students do not respect Uyghur students’culture. Adding tc the problem, minority
pupils and Han pupils are segregated in the schools and have different literacy
standards that cause the education to ke different among them. Moreover, since
the minority pupils have enrolled in bilingual schools from social and ethnic
cligues, it may cause minority students to have a difficult time understanding Han
culture, and Han students also find it cifficult to understand minority students
‘culture. So, it means that if you draw parallel lines in space, then the parallel
never meets. In the long term, bilineual education has to take both groups into
consideration and find ways for them to integrate into the social structure of the
school and be akle to learn about and respect each other’s cultures.

Problems also exist in the bilineual education management level. First, the
lack of leadership experts affects bilingual education in Xinjiang at the teaching
management level and teaching quality. Secondly, they don’t have a structured
management systern and cannot control the effectiveness of bilingual education.
Lastly, the current management systern of primary and secondary schools, under
the current government, the school principals are all appointed by the state and
county organization department. There is an obvious lack of support for school
teachers as far as teacher preparation, recruitment, deployment, title quota
allocaticn and review all by people club department management at all levels.

From all menticned here, it should prove fruitful to carry out a study to

survey the factors which affect Xinjiang students’ learning achievement since the
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Xinjiang is very distinct from other parts of China. In addition, the results of the
survey will give benefits to principals and other stakeholders to find out better
management, school and even classroom systems for more effective learning
achievement of the students in Xinjiane.

This research focused on Study the factors which affect the Middle
School students’learning achievement in multi-literacy environment of Xinjiang

Province, China.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW

2.1 The background information about Xinjiang

Xinjiang Uyghur Autonormous Region is the official name for this province,
the shorter name is Xinjiang. Moreover, according to Winje (2007) mentioned that
Xinjiang located in the center of the Eresin Continent. It is over 1.66 million Square
Kilometer, making up one-sixth of the entire land Territory of China, and it is the
biggest autonomous region in China. Neighbors of Xinjiang are Gansu, Qing Hai anc
Tibet. In addition, Xinjiang is the largest political subdivision of China, it accounts for
more than one-sixth of China’s total territory and a quarter of its bouncary length;
likely, Xinjiang have natural Geographical advantage, and it likes the joint for going
to outside world. Morecver, according to Timothy A (2010} mentioned that Xinjiang
shares 5600 kilometers borders with Russia, Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Kyreyzstan,
Tajikistan, India and Afghanistan.“Silk Road”were farmous in the history.

Xinjiang was located in the hinterland of the Eurasian land border of
more than 5600 kilometers, around with Russia, kazakhstan, kyrgyzstan, tajikistan,
Pakistan, Mongolia, India, bordering Afghanistan eight. According to the history
recorced that Xinjiang is an important location of the ancient silk road, it is like
second "Furasia bridee” for connecting inner of China and Russia, In Xinjiang have 47
ethnic groups, the mainly main majority are Uychur, han, kazak, hui, Mongolian,
kirghiz, xibe, tajik, uzbek, manchu, daur, tatar, Russian and other naticnalities.

Xinjiang is one of the five ethnic autcnomous regions in China. In the
sixth national pcpulation census, 24 provinces, the higcher education population
ranked fifth in Xinjiang, xinjiang will comprehensively implement the southern of
Xinjiang area will apply for free education policy within fourteen years, and some

province  will apply for non-education fees during fifteen vyears. for
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example,kinderearten about three years , primary school will be haven six years,
junior middle school will be haven three years, high school for three years.

2.2 CULTURAL DEPRIVATION THEOY

Cultural Deprivation emphasizes the social class structure of society, the

working-class lack of some accuracy expected and acceptable cultural phenomena
in the environment. Middle-class acquired cultural via primary socialization, but
working-class without culture capital. Cultural capital assist middle-class be succeec
in the capitalist society. The ncrm and Values the middle class lean help their
education achieverment and employability. Chris (n.d), Micddle<lass memkbkers can
grasp employment oppoertunities more easily than working-class members. Because
working-class members have been withdrawal from school in early age, they are
educational underachievernent. on the same way, the income of working-class
members and their culture capital was correlated, and the relation are significant.
Work-class members difficult break this vicious circle. Working-class members lack
of cultural capital and education achievement and employability, so they cannot
pass it to their children. Children in working-class have keen failed education
achievement, and lacked of essential skills, attitudes and values (Smith &Sadovnik,
2004). The working-class members drop out from school in the early age, it may
cause they do not have encugh time to assist their child learning. The working-class
members are difficultly to find a good job with good salary.

2.3. CULTURE DIFFERENT THEORY

Culture has been definec in different ways, according to Geert (2011)
menticned that  “culture is the collective programming of the mind that
distinguished the members of one group or category of people from others”.culture
was cultivated by ethic group, and nations. the relatively field is the genders,
collective and social class. for instance, genders relatively with Masculinity and
Femininity culture, in the traditional Confucian culture as the dominant ideology in
ancient China is a patriarchy-dominated cultural model. Meanwhile, they were both
good at describing females through the culture conflicts between east and west,
tradition and modern, and revealing their cultural psychology throush marriage and
family. For generations, in the history of education, human made a special effort to
pass down its valuable traditions. The youth acquired culture from their family and
society environment. In the general level, power is the basic ccncern because

human groups are oreanized into a hierarchy. The social class is all people accept
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to a certain degree that is not egual, it unegually status relatively with where are
come from, your educated standard, and your parents background (Mai, 2015).
However, the schools provide children with educational and social foundation for
future successful education, culture and race is the way effect on working-class
minority children educational successfully (Smith &Sadovnik , 2003).

2.3 CULTURAL ASSIMILATION THEORY

Culture Assimilation theory explained some mincrity students acguired
good traditicnal culture, and they avoided negative traditional culture effect on
their future achievement. Natural assimilation refers that the different ethnic
sroups get aleng with each others through long-term interaction. Through
production, living, culture influence each other, one ethic sroup under the
condition of the completely natural, voluntary to accept the other ethnic
characteristics, change their ethnic characteristics intc the other party by
phenomencn. National natural assimilation is completely different from forced
assimilation, it is not attained through violence and privileges, but between
different ethnic groups, free nature, is a long-term process of "choice" and natural
adaptation. National natural assimilation is a kind of close to the high development
of economy and civilization of the form. The subject must be bketter than
assimilation object its assimilation was higch degree of assimilation of ethnic
development. In the national natural assimilation, economic strength, cultural level,
is crucial. In a sense, the national natural assimilation process is essentially the
backward mode of production of advanced production mode in the process of
learning is a kind of special phencrmenon. Therefore, may say, it is a progressive
phenomenon in the development of human history forward.

Natural assimilation refers that the different ethnic groups get along with
each others throusgh long-term interaction. Through production, living, culture
influence each other, one ethic group under the condition of the completely
natural, voluntary to accept the other ethnic characteristics, change their ethnic
characteristics into the other party by phenomenon. National natural assimilation is
completely different from forced assimilation, it is not attained through violence
and privileges, but between different ethnic croups, free nature, is a long-term
process of "choice” and natural adaptation. National natural assimilation is a kind of
close to the high development of economy and civilization of the form. The

subject must be better than assimilation object its assimilation was high degree of
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assimilation of ethnic development. In the national natural assimilation, economic
strength, cultural level, is crucial. In a sense, the national natural assimilation
process is essentially the backward mode of production of advanced production
mode in the process of learning is a kind of special phenomenon. Therefore, may
say, it is a progressive phencmenon in the development of human history forward.

2.4 RESEARCH OBJECTIVES

To Study the factors which affect the Lower Middle School students’
learning achievement in multi-literacy environment of Xinjiang Province, China.

2.5 RESEARCH QUESTIONS

What kinds of factor affect the Lower Middle School students’ learning
achieverment in multi-envircnment of Xinjiang Province, China?

2.6 OPERATIONAL DEFINITIONS
Xinjiang: the name of Xinjiang Uygur autonomous region. Students refers grade nine
students of one of school in xinjiang of China. Bilingual education refers special
language teaching in Mandarin Chinese and Uyshur language. It refers minority
students learning Chinese as their second language. The minority students have to
teach Mandarin Chinese and take the HSK language performance test. Minority
refers people living in Xinjiang and whose nationalities are Uychur, Kazak, Hui,
Kirchiz, Mongolian, Xibe, Tajik, Uzbek, Manchu, Daur, Tatar and Russian. Multi-
culture refers to XinJiang as a multi-national province, the long-term mixed Han and
minority naticnalities live together, forming a multi-ethnic environment of the

multi-cultural identity.

3. METHODOLOGY

3.1 Research Design

This research applied mixed method research; to survey factors affecting

middle school students’ learning achievernent in multi-culture environment. The
researcher will find out relationship between students learning achievement and
school.

3.2 Population And Sample

Questionnaire have been used for 279 middle school students so as to
obtain valic data regarding the factors affecting on learning achievement. The
Questionnaire Mocel of research on the relationship between students’ learning

achievement and regional culture in ethic province. it applied questionnaire to find
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out factors effect on students learning achievement in Xinjiang. The questionnaire
questions focused on individual factors; for example, students learning expectation,
students’ learning attitudes, and students’ learning habits.

3.3 Research Instruments

This research, it adopted two types of technique: questicnnaire and
interview, the interview was using design questionnaire guestions. The study adopts
guantitative method to survey factors affect on students learning achievernent. This
study followed step as below table:

3.3.1 Interview

Before researcher given questionnaires to students, the research
interviewed teachers in one of school in Urumgi of Xinjing. The interview question
followed literature theory to desien questions. the interview guestions around: the
different part and same part of ethic group culture, family social class, teaching
methecd, school envircnment, and students individual status.

3.1.2 Questionnaire

The questionnaire given middle school students. The question classified in
three areas, including students learning status, national culture backeround, and
school environment. The guestionnaire in the current study based on the
Questionnaire model of research on the relationship between students’ learning
achievernent and regional culture in an ethic province. This will combine with
Uyehurs culture and consists of three parts as follows:

- Students learning status part considered students’ learning goals, learning
attitudes, and expected learning.

- School Environment part considered School Physical Environment, Sccial
Environment, and School Support Service. School Physical Environment includes
School Building Conditions, Classrcom Environment, School Wide Protocols, and
School Physical Safety. School Social Environment includes relationship between
students and staffs, school and Family Collaboration and Cornmunity Partnerships.

- National Culture part considered ethic tradition culture affecting on
students learning achieverment. The ahove three parts are to find out external and
internal factors which affecting on students’ learning achievement.

The questionnaire given to 279 participants, the age was 14 to 15-year-
old. The guestionnaire has been divided into two parts, part one for choice answer,

second part provided blank for participants to write their personal comment. For
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the interview section, 3 participants interviewed in a native language. The interview
recorded audiotaped and videotaped by the researcher, then transcribed,

translated, analyzed, and summarized.

4. ANALYSIS RESULT

4.1 Individul Factor

Basic on data gathered from students, the research was using SPSS
system Multiple regression analysis followed

Through the table shows that students play online games, finishec
hormework individually, and try their best in studying can affect on their learning
achieverment.

Firstly, students finish their homework individually. It means students
understand what's they learned in classroom. Secondly, play online game is the
most important factors that effect on students learning achievement, because they
are teenaged, they are not fully capable of self-control. If the students spend long
period of time play online same, it will waste time for their learning. Finally,
students’ attitude is one of significant variable effect on students learning
achievement. Thus, individual factor has to consider this three significant variable.

Model 2 is analysis school factors related with students learning
achievement, in model 2 found that teacher teaching methods, Teachers help, anc
Room teacher contact with student’s parents effect on student’s learning
achievement. According to ANCVA (Sig) result sienificant shown that these four
factors effect on students’ learning achievernent.

Model 3 analysis student’s individual factors related with student learning
achievement, through SPSS Linear regression analysis result, the researcher founc
that R Sguare is 0.066, it means indivicdual factors will more effect on students’
learning achievement that school factors.

4.2 National Culture Factor

Fducation is the product of social culture, educations a tool to transmit
cultural from last eeneration to new generation. If school applied cultural
ecducation, it basic cn dominant culture in the scciety. The social mainstream
culture is the non naticnal scientific and non religicus. The school teaching should

be combined with local traditional culture. Likely, xinjiang has special secgraphical
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and ethnic cultural. The factors effect on students learning achievement is more
complex.

The research analysis result gathered from guestionnaire, naticnal factor
analysis about nationality and amount of child in a family kellowed

Model 2 the research adapts one variable to analysis Nationality are not
effect on students learning achieverent. The result of model 2 clearly showed
Nationality has not affecting on students’ learning achievement.

Model 3 is unigue variable factor, this factor affect on students learning
achievement because Xinjiang is a special area, majority ethnic group people will
have more than one children in their are family because the outcome of the result

is higher than one child in a family.

5. CONCLUSION
5.1 Conclusion
The purpose of this study was to find out the factors affect on middle
school students learning achieverent in multi-environment. The quantitative data
were gathered to fulfill the study purpose and expectation.
The conclusion present about the result of data analysis as follows:
5.1.1 The results of Family Factors
The first factors affect on middle students learning achievement in rmulti-
environment is family factors. Basic the data collected from middle school students
were effect on parents’ education level, parents job, and family income bellowed
clearly showed the condition of family factors model 1P=0.08, p value greater than
0.005, it means model 1 is not significant affect on student learning achievement. In
model 2 and model 3 researcher use exclusive methed te find cut in family factors
which element significant affect on students’ learning achievement. Compare
model 2 and model 3, moedel 2 the result P=0.02 it directly affects on student’s
learning achievement. Model 3 this two element are not directly affect on
students’ learning achieverent in multiple environment
5.1.2 The result of school factors
The school factor includes two part internal factors and external factors, the
internal factors related with teacher teaching method anc school management; the
external factors motioned school environment; for example, the school size,

classroom setting, and school cultural activities. According to SPSS Decision system
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classify variable, school size, classroom setting and school activities are not
significant affect on student’s learning achievernent. The internal factors relatec
with teacher in this school. Basic on the result of multiple regression analysis
(P=0.05), the variable affect on students learning achieverent are teacher can help
students sclve prcblem, room teacher has expectation on students’ learning
achievement, teacher teaching method, and teacher motivated students. Therefore,
student’s achievernent related with those variable, if the teacher wants to help
students achieve their learning, have to consider these variable.

5.1.3 The individual factors related with learning achievement

The result of study affects on student learning achievement; the significant
variable is as below Through the above table finding Variable affect on students
learning achievement are students finished homework individually, students try do
best in study, and student play online game. Those variable affect on students
learning achievement. On the other hand, taking extra class after class, pay
attention in classroom, and read book after school could be help students improve
their learning achievement.

5.1.4 national culture factors effect on student’ learning achievement

The naticnal culture significant affect on students’ learning achieverment

in multiple environment. National culture is the most important variable; it could
be affect on life. Xinjiang is a special geographical area, in xinjiang also have
different culture with Han nation people. The national culture effect on stucent’
have a sienificant variable, for example, amount of child in family, and ethic
parents’ education level, job and family income. Those factor significant affect on
students learning achievernent. According to birth control in Xinjiang, Han nation
family could not have two children, but ethic group family did not have birth
control. Thus, kasic on result show that cne child in family, their learning
achievement hisher than two children in family. If the amount of Children

increases, the students learning achieverment will decrease.

5.2 DISSCUSSION

This study finding that significant affect on middle school students
learning achievernent in multi-environment. It was ascribing to sccial class. The
student’s family backeround is middle class, their learmning achievement hicher than

working class backeround student. For example, parents job are teacher, company
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staff, and government staff, their child final examination could be get higher score
than others. Parents job are business owner, herdsman and unemployed, their
children learning achievement lower than others. Thus, parent working level affect
on students learning achievement. On the same way, parents’ education level also
affects on students learning achievernent. Parents sraduated primary level, their
child got lower score. Getting high score students’ parents were graduate above
high schcol.

Basic on multiple regression result analysis that family income also affects
cn students learning achievernent. Family have high income; their child gets higher
achieverment than low income family students. If the family have advance income,
they can provide extra class for their child and they can support their child learning
demand. The family income is one of sienificant factors affect on middle school
students learning achievement in multi-environment.

The culture different affect on ethic group students learning achievement.
The cifferent language made Uychur students more difficult, they have to learn
mandarin and their mother tonsue. Moreover, the traditional thinking anc
traditicnal hirth concept. if a family have more than two children, it means have
happiness and luck. However, the Han nation people are not allowed more than
one child in a family, but ethic group allowed more than one or two children. It
caused stress in daily life of ethic group family and could not provide quality life
standard. Almost Ethic group have more than one child of family, their learning
achievement significant lower than other students.

The school provide plenty of activities assist student relax and build school
culture. it also can teach student get along with others. The students can learn how
tc work well in team. The home teacher is the key element to contact schocl,
students and parents. The teacher helps students learning, the students have high
achieverment in study. Cn the same way, teacher always contact with parents, the
student learning achievement will be improving. Thus, students love their teacher
and wants to share problem to room teacher, it means students are believing
teacher.

Students individual factor significant affect on learning achievement.
Almost student could be finished homework on time, but got lower achievement

than others. Maybe those students copy friends’ homework or they did homework
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with friend. The students who can finished homework by self, they eot hicher
achievement than others. The students’ learning attitude affect learning outcome.
5.3RECOMMENDATION
53.1.1 Recommendation for Practice
1)Since the study find out significant factors affect on middle school
student learning cutcome in multi-environment are recornmended to attention cn
those factors.
2} School may try improving manage method by reading this study.
3) Teacher may understand students’ significant factors affect on
learning achievement basic on study mentioned.

4} This study can serve as reference for future study in the related field.
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