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Abstracts

Community-Based Factors Affecting Contraceptive Use
Patterns and Discontinuation Over the Female Reproductive
Life Span: A Preliminary Anthropological Assessment

Bencha Yoddumnern-Attig
Chai Podhizita

‘This paper’s thrust is o identily community variables influencing acceptance,
continuation and discontinuation ol contraceptive use. Anthropological methods were
carried out in the Southem (i.e., Trang province) and Northeastern (i.e., Surin provinge)
regions of Thailand from June 1987-April 1988. Four research villages were selected
for study, with two being located in each province.

The main general finding derived from this study is that community-based
factors allecting contraceptive discontinuation must be examined diachronically.
Specifically, changes occur as a woman passes through three key stages of her
reproductive life span, i.e., Stage 1 - Pre-Childbearing; Stage 2 - Childbearing and
Childrearing, Stage 3 - Family Size Achievement. The mechanisms involve
community norms and beliefs which come into differential play through separatle types
of community social networks. These are activated as information on contraception is
sought. The most common social network forms are mtimate, effective and extended
networks, but their degree of influence differs betwesn regions.



