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Abstract

This article aims to analyze the concept of perception in Theravada Buddhist

Philosophy. The nature of this study is based on document research.

This research found that the concept of perception in Theravada Buddhist
Philosophy, which is a perception that one employs in approaching one’s externality and
internality that came into contact that is categorized in three main areas, namely external
objects, internal organs, and the mind or consciousness; these three are the areas in which
perception is based upon. These are the tools of cognition and comprehension. Through
pure perception, things as they are can be realized. This process is known as insight
meditation. Knowledge derived from insight contemplation is considered ‘pure’
knowledge, occurring without the taint of external reality, from the supposed truth and
true truth by the comprehension and judging of the human mind by the use of thought to
approach and proof the truth. The 4 Noble Truths under the Buddhist Philosophy of
perception is thought to train the mind to Excellency where the mind comprehend 3
levels of wisdom; Knowledge derived from Scriptural Study (Sutamaya Panna), knowledge
derived from Thinking (Cintamaya Panna), and Knowledge derived from Mental

Development (Bhawanamaya Panna).

From the analytical study of concept of perception in Theravada Buddhist
Philosophy, it is found that the belief system of perception in all the three schools of
thought namely, Theravada Buddhist Philosophy and that of John Locke’s toward ‘Nyaya’
or the source of perceptual knowledge is categorized into three groups which are
rationalism, experientialism, and what is called intuition. From the concept of perception
theory, borne the 3 types of perception; 1) knowledge from hearing, 2) inductive
knowledge, 3) knowledge of truth borne of pure mindfulness that requires both external
perception and internal perception without 3 contradictories which are 1) righteousness, 2)

practical, 3) yield result.
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