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Abstract

This research entitled ‘Dhammacakkhu in Theravada Buddhism’ has three
objectives: 1) to study the concept of Dhammacakkhu in Theravada Buddhism, 2) to study
the practice conducive to gain Dhammacakkhu in Theravada Buddhism, and 3) to analyze
Dhammacakkhu and Phenomena in Thai society. This is mixed methods research,

documentary and in-depth interview.

From the studies, it was found that according to Buddha Teachings,
Dhammacakkhu was not scoped only stage of Sotapanna, but covered to stages of
Sakadagami, Anagami, and Arahat. There were four levels of Dhammacakkhu which called
4 Magga-s and 4 Phala-s. Dhammacakkhu meant Wisdom Eye which realiazed insight
knowledge of Dhamma both Worldly-Dhamma (Lokiya-Dhamma) and Supramundane-
Dhamma (Lokuttara-Dhamma). One who gains Dhammacakkhu will obtain purity of
knowledge and vision giving rise to cutting off Safyojana (fetters or bondages) through
perfect understanding of four noble truths for three rounds and twelvefold circle; it
basically means knowledge of Ariyasacca (the four noble truths). When arising of Wisdom
Eye, mind would be absolutely purified from defilements, had clearly vision, had strong
potential to develop to higher level, fully understood the Dependent Origination (Paticca-
samuppada) and being a brave conquered one as he achieved using wisdom to abandon

ignorance.

With respect to the practice leading to gain Dhammacakkhu, one can select any
Dhamma out of 7 sets of enlightenment (Bodhipakkhiya-dhamma) for one’s practice
wherein the strong and miracle power such Dhamma contains; it consists in Samatha-bha
vana (the tranquility development) and Vipassana-bhavana (insight development) based on
four foundations of mindfulness at the same time. In this matter, three kinds of ‘Panna 3’
as well as ‘Sotapattiyafiga’ are supported ways to gain correct and smooth development
of mental development. In the output where Dhammacakkhu arises, one will finally
completely achieve 7 sets of Bodhipakkhiya-dhamma in total and achieve total of the
noble eightfold path, consequently, one will have purity in characteristics of morally, mind

and wisdom - Sila-visuddhi, Citta-visuddhi, Ditthi-visuddhi - as well as enlightened one

level of Dhammacakkhu - 4 Magga-s and 4 Phala-s.
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As regards the analysis of Dhammacakkhu and Phenomena in Thai society, in this
study, 2 methods were used: In-depth Interview and documentary research in order to
study the phenomena for understanding the meaning of the word ‘Dhammacakkhu’, the
practice and the output of Dhammacakkhu. Regarding the meaning of the word
‘Dhammacakkhu’, it was found that most of people do not know the rigsht meaning of
Dhammacakkhu. However, in terms of the practice, the attention of the practice of
Samatha-bhavana and Vipassana-bhavana is increasing. Proper long period of time is a
significant factor for encouraging better right output of the practice than short period.
There are about 7 major techniques teaching in present Thai society. All these major
techniques were based on the doctrine of 4 Satipad¢dhana (Four Foundations of
Mindfulness) according to Theravada Buddhism, it focused on training mind to attain
Ti-Sikkha (the threefold learning) — training in Adhisila-sikkha (higher morality), training in
Adhicitta-sikkha (higher mentality), training in Adhipafifa-sikkha (higher wisdom) — in order
to reach the extinction of defilements - Nibbana. So it was convenient for people in Thai

society to choose proper technique which suit them most to practice.

Keywords: Dhammacakkhu; Theravada Buddhism
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