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Abstract

This paper has an attempt to comparatively study the role of teacher between
Theravada Buddhism and Hinduism. The study is of qualitative approach emphasized in
documentary research. The data had been mainly collected from the texts of Both
Buddhism and Hinduism; the collected data was made with descriptive method and

content-analysis.
The results of this paper are as follows:

In the point of view of Theravada Buddhism, teacher has to have inner-qualities,
viz., the qualities as of seven kinds of friendship. They are: 1) being lovable-one (Piyo),
2) being respectable-one (Garu), 3) being adorable-one (Bhavaniyo), 4) being counsel
or (Vatta), 5) being patient listener (Vacanakkhamo), 6) being able to deliver the deep
discourses (GambhirafcaKathamKatta) and 7) not leading pupilsin the useless ways (No
CatthaneNiyojaye). Besides, teacher according to Theravada Buddhism has to have five
qualities of being good teacher. They are: 1) train and advise pupils to be good person,
2) teach them clearly, 3) impart all knowledge to them with no biases, and 5) to give
protection from the dangers coming from all directions to them. But, teacher, according to
Hinduism, is like that of light causing the dark disappeared, that is to say, destroying
delusion (avidya) that prevents one to reach into the state of being united with
Bhamhan. So, teacher has to performs his duty in imparting correct knowledge to pupils
with no biases, taking care them like that of parent bring up their siblings; and also teacher
should build good trait and good behavior to his pupils, andalso improve theirunwanted

trait and behavior.

The similar point of view of both religion is that the teacher has the duty to teach
and give both mundane and supra-mundane knowledge to pupils, be friend with them,
but the different point of view is on the means to reach the final goal of teaching—
Theravada Buddhism has the teachings emphasized in leading pupils to attain nibbana,
whereas, Hinduism gives emphasis in leading pupils to attain the state of being united with

Bhamhan.

Keywords: Role; Teacher; Theravada Buddhism; Hinduism
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