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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the concepts of community
forest management, patterns and processes of Buddhist community forest
conservation, and the factors promoting and obstructing Buddhist community
forest conservation in UbonRatchathani province. The group of 30 people
providing information included Buddhist monks, community leaders, and
indigenous intellects. The tools used for the data collection were interviewed
sheets and observations. Data analysis and data synthesis were done by

interpretation and making the findings. The findings revealed as follows:

1. The concepts and principles on community forest management found
that monks and villagers have the common concepts on community forest
conservation by holding the principles defined by the government. They are also
aware of the disasters caused by forest deficiencies such as drought, heat wave,
and shortage of wood for fuel. Though natives individually deal themselves with
the forest; in contrast, they focus on public participations, they also emphasize
the tripartite cooperation on the common conservation and utilization of the

forests.

2. For the patterns and processes of community forest conservation: The
Wang-au community forest conservation can be a good shining pattern because
the boundary of the forest is well demarcated. Conservation activities have been

continuously implemented. The forest management committees are elected by
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the community. On the other hand, Dongbangfai community forest is still without
any community forest committee while Dongfahuan community forest is
managed by government system. Villagers have only partly participated in
conservation such as planting, defining planting areas, cultivating seedlings for

distribution as well as managing forest conservation system.

3. For factors promoting and obstructing community forest conservation:
Promoting factor is that the forest conservation is well cooperatively taken care
by related government agencies, Buddhist monks, village committees with the
support of Tambon administration organization. However, there are still some
obstructing factors including lacking leadership, budgeting, implementing
procedures, rules, regulations and models, common responsibilities,
consciousness, attentiveness, knowledge and understanding of forest

conservation.
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