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Introduction	
The book Conflictุ Cultureุ Change๝Engaged Buddhism in a Globali่ing 

World ีas ีritten bื ’ulak ’iิaraksaุ a ีorld famous Thai intellectual and 
social actiิistฺ This book ีas published bื Wisdom –ublicationsุ Bostonุ in the 
ืear โเเ5ฺ It ีas a collection of essaืsุ in ีhich ’ulak ’iิaraksa touched on 
manื of the basic aspects of Engaged Buddhism in order to figure out some 
ideas or methods to response to global conflictsุ cultural problems and social 
changes in modern Western and Eastern societืฺ 
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This book ีas made up of three parts: ๡–eaceุ Nonิiolenceุ and ’ocial 
Justice๢ุ ๡’implicitืุ Compassion๢ and ๡Culture and Change๢ฺ –art I reิealed 
’ulak ’iิaraksa๟s proposals on tีo concepts: indiิidual ิiolence and structural 
ิiolenceฺ The indiิidual ิiolence ีas linked directlื or indirectlื ีith greedุ 
hatredsุ and delusionsุ and hoี ีe ีere able to eliminate them ีith Buddhist 
practicesฺ ’ulak ’iิaraksa paid more attention to structural ิiolenceุ ีhich ีas 
inherent in the ิerื structures of our cultures and societies and ีhich manื 
people ignoredฺ ’ulak ’iิaraksa thought it ีas the roots of manื global 
conflictsุ and proposed some methods to solิeฺ Firstุ nonิiolence could 
proิide three tืpes of response: peacemakingุ peace building and 
peacekeepingฺ Hoีeิerุ in ’ulak ’iิaraksa๟s opinionุ all of these three ีere 
problematic and a true nonิiolent response ีas based on Metta Karunaุ or 
loิingูkindness and compassionฺ ’econdุ reconciliation ีhich kept aีare of 
interconnectedness ีith others and transcended our prides and delusion 
helped construct social justiceฺ Thirdุ simplicitืุ ีhich resulted in freedom 
from attachment to phืsical and sensual pleasure and humilitื and ีhich 
implied the respect for all beingsุ could lead to better harmoniouslื coeึisting 
ีith one anotherฺ  

In –art IIุ ’ulak ’iิaraksa discussed four topicsฺ What ีas put at the first 
place ีas the ๡Interreligious Dialogue๢ฺ He argued that all religions should 
appreciate the unique strength of each otherุ and should be generouslื 
enough to accept criticism objectiิelื from others as it might become a driิing 
force for reform or reinterpretationฺ ’econdุ being aีare of breathing ีas a 
ิerื simple magic that helped us be tranquil and encourage us to look for 
peace and justice in the ีorldฺ Thirdุ the motiิation in conducting our business 
ought to be reshapedุ bื combining compassion and competitionฺ At lastุ 
Buddhist education ีas supposed to be promoted so that Buddhist teaching 
ีould be ีidelื understood and applied in solิing social problems and 
ีorking on national deิelopmentฺ 
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In –art IIIุ ’ulak ’iิaraksa mainlื reิieีed and also rethought the role 
Buddhism plaืed in culture and social change in Thai historืฺ He thought that 
in modern timesุ Buddhism should not limit itself in the monasteriesุ but 
deิote more on spiritual trainingฺ And in response to social problemsุ 
Buddhism should find the roots of structural ิiolence and eliminate them ีith 
nonิiolenceฺ  

 
In	this	book	

’ulak ’iิaraksa eึpressed his opinion about hoี Buddhism response to 
the global conflictsุ cultural and social changesฺ It enlightened us in seิeral 
realms of thoughtฺ 

แฺ ’ulak ’iิaraksa shoีed great interest in Buddhist issuesุ but also kept 
an open mind to other religionsฺ ’ulak ’iิaraksa ีas born in Thailand and 
ordained as a monk for tีo ืearsุ so he ีas concerned ีith the historื and 
present situation of Thai Buddhism so muchฺ He adิocated Buddhist reforms in 
response to the social changes and globali่ationฺ He also argued that 
Buddhism should be applied to solิe social problemsฺ What ีas interestingุ 
not being limited in Thai Buddhism or eิen Theraิada Buddhismุ ีas he had 
also absorbed some intellectual resources from Mahaืana Buddhism and eิen 
other religionsฺ For eึampleุ he used the concept of ๡Indra๟s Net๢ from 
the Aิatamsaka ’utra to describe the Thai social sืstemฺ ิpฺ็แี On the 
other handุ he ีas interested in interreligious dialogueฺ He conceded that 
religions such as Christianitื eึerting a great influence on his thoughtsฺ 
Interreligious dialogueุ in his ideaุ neิer meant selectiิelื eึtracting thoughts 
from religious teachings in order to shoี their similaritiesุ but understanding 
the teachings ีithin a large conteึt of faithฺ We should fullื respect the 
teachings and practices of each religionุ and cooperate ีith each other to 
solิe social problemsฺ 
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โฺ ’ulak ’iิaraksa appealed to the adjustment in Thai Buddhism to 
cater to modern societืฺ This ีas a big issue containing numerous aspectsุ like 
the relationship betีeen Buddhism and technologืุ entertainmentุ economืุ 
politicsุ education and so onฺ What ’ulak ’iิaraksa especiallื focused on ีas 
hoี to use Thai Buddhism to solิe social problemsฺ The globali่ation brought 
us a lot of serious social problemsฺ Buddhismุ as an important factor of societืุ 
should make selfูadjustment to response to these neี changes on the one 
handุ and trื to figure out some methods on the other handุ both of ีhich 
ีere unable to be functional separatelืฺ In ’ulak ’iิaraksa๟s ideaุ Buddhism 
should actiิelื be engaged in social issuesุ social enlightenmentุ attend social 
actiิities and applื its thoughts into real practiceฺ This also had positiิe 
inspiration and referential significance for Chinese Buddhismฺ For eึampleุ noี 
there are more and more Chinese Buddhists engaging in social actiิitiesุ such 
as preserิation of local traditionsุ foundations to support Buddhist education 
or researchesุ etcฺ Hoีeิerุ ’ulak ’iิaraksa thinksุ though it could change the 
motiิation of Buddhismุ it still could not help Buddhism be a social force 
ีhich ีas isolated from global politics and economic organi่ationsฺ 

ใฺ ’ulak ’iิaraksa found out that structural ิiolence ีas the roots of 
social problemsฺ The danger of indiิidual ิiolence ีas limited and obิiousุ 
ีhile the structural ิiolence ีas more damaging and easier to dismissฺ In the 
age of globali่ationุ transnational corporations and institutions proิided a 
breeding ground for structural ิiolenceฺ Theื neglected or denied intentionallื 
the differences in nationalitiesุ and also socialุ cultural and economic 
diิersities in different regions or countriesุ ีhich alีaืs led to ิarious social 
contradictionsฺ In other ีordsุ social problems originated from structural 
ิiolence ีere just the problems from global moderni่ationฺ More attentions 
ีere paid to keep in line ีith international practicesุ rather than domestic 
problems in some particular nationalitืุ economื and ecologืฺ Like ’ulak 
’iิaraksa set as the eึample his oีn goิernment๟s harsh treatment of ิillages 
displaced bื the –ak Moon Damฺ Meanีhileุ China also had similar problemsุ 
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like the anthropological researchุ –assage to Manhood: Youth Migrationุ Heroinุ 
and AID’ in ’outhีest Chinaุ ิLiuุ ’haohua : โเแแี all of ีhich shoีed us that 
the Chinese goิernment forced moderni่ation in southีest Chinaุ and caused 
Yi –eopleุ one of the national minorities in Liangshan Mountain in ’ichuan 
–roิinceุ suffer from the heroinูaddiction and AID’ because of effectiิe 
goิernment regulationฺ 

Though ’ulak ’iิaraksa๟s ideas are ิerื innoิatiิeุ there are seิeral 
problems eึistingฺ Firstุ his ideas are romantic and idealุ and difficult to be put 
into practiceฺ He thoughtุ bื spirit training and cultiิation of compassionุ it ีas 
not difficult for us to eliminate greedุ hatreds and delusionsฺ To handle the 
global structural ิiolenceุ ’ulak ’iิaraksa๟s ansีer ีas also quite simple: 
focusing on our mindฺ In his mindุ based upon the Engaged Buddhismุ Buddhist 
thoughts and practice ีere used to change mind๋ different cultural and 
religious resource ีere deิeloped to negotiate ีith other international forces 
in order to solิe conflicts in the ีaื of nonิiolenceฺ Thus compassion or loิeู
kindness ีould be cultiิated and justice ีould come up soonฺ He brought up 
changes from one single person to a countrืุ and also placed hopes on 
eิerืone๟s mindุ but not anื reform bื the goิernmentฺ He didn๟t adิise the 
goิernment to formulate releิant laีs and policies but onlื bet on the 
people๟s difficultูtoูcontrol mindฺ Obิiouslืุ it ีas difficult to come true and 
his romantic perspectiิes and idealism cannot reallื saิe the social problemsฺ  

’econdุ it is problematic for ’ulak ’iิaraksa to reject the modernitื of 
Thai societืฺ ’ulak ’iิaraksa pointed out some problems originated from 
modernitื: monks becoming politicallื poีerful and being laึ in keeping 
disciplinesุ people becoming selfishุ and so onฺ He critici่ed the modernitื 
happened in different areasฺ For eึampleุ he thought the ีestern education 
sืstem eradicated the threefold training and cultiิated the brain at the 
eึpense of the heartฺ He thought technologื and modernitื uprooted and 
destroืed the traditional ีaื of liิing and insisted on returning to the old 
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traditionsฺ This idea is problematicุ in mื opinionุ as the technologื and 
modernitื is onlื the instrument of lifeุ proper application of ีhich ีill bring 
us great benefitsฺ What ีe should do is to learn hoี to utili่e technologื and 
modernitื properlืุ but not completelื denื themฺ  

Thirdุ some of ’ulak ’iิaraksa๟s ideas are biasedฺ For eึampleุ he 
thought the earlื Chinese immigrants ีanted ีealth more than anืthing elseุ 
due to the lacking of the Buddhist knoีledgeฺ ิppฺแแ5ูแแๆี Hoีeิerุ the 
situation ีas much more complicatedฺ When the neี immigrants ีent to this 
foreign countrืุ theื ีere homeless ีithout anื propertiesุ so it is reasonable 
for them to accumulate some to feel safe and assuredฺ  

  
From	all	aboิe	

We found ’ulak ’iิaraksa had keen insight into Thai and international 
situationsุ as ีell as socialุ political and economic problems in the age of 
globali่ationฺ Based on Buddhist teaching ิnot onlื Theraิada Buddhismีุ he 
assimilated ideas from other religions and culturesุ and sืnergi่ed the essence 
of Eastern and Western culturesฺ Hoีeิerุ he turned to Buddhism and 
people๟s mind for help to solิe all the problems is not realisticฺ   
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