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Abstract
This research article aimed to present guidelines for the effective implementation of
the medical cannabis liberalization policy in Chiang Mai Province. The study employed

qualitative research and conducted in-depth interviews with key informants, including: 1) the
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Director-General of the Department of Thai Traditional and Alternative Medicine, 2) the
Inspector of the Ministry of Public Health, Health Region 11, 3) the Director of Chiang Mai
Provincial Public Health Office, and 4) the directors of hospitals providing cannabis clinics,
totaling four participants. Data were analyzed using content analysis.

The findings revealed that effective implementation of the medical cannabis
liberalization policy in Chiang Mai required: 1) creating accurate understanding of medical
cannabis among healthcare personnel and the general public; 2) developing and training
healthcare personnel to ensure safe and effective use of medical cannabis; 3) establishing a
Center of Excellence for Medical Cannabis in Chiang Mai to provide consultation to hospitals
and clinics; 4) developing an integrated medical cannabis database across hospitals, clinics,
and health networks; 5) improving fair and appropriate access to medical cannabis; 6) fostering
collaboration with the private sector for the production and supply of high-quality,
standardized medical cannabis; 7) continuously monitoring and evaluating policy
implementation; 8) conducting research on the policy’s impact on public health, safety, and
social conditions; 9) integrating medical cannabis with Thai traditional medicine; and 10)

creating collaborative networks among relevant agencies.

Keywords: Cannabis Liberalization; Medical Cannabis; Policy Implementation
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Figure 1: Model for Effective Implementation of the Free Medical Cannabis Policy

in Chiang Mai Province
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