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Sapao: From Faith to Economic and Cultural Development

in the Wang River Basin
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Abstract

The research article aims to present the 'Long Sapao' tradition in the Wang River basin,
where belief and faith have evolved into a cultural activity akin to the 'Loy Krathong' festival.
Long Sapao involves floating junk in the river as an apology to the river and a desire to be
free from all suffering, sadness, and disease. Furthermore, any young individuals who desire
to marry will pray for a successful love life or for their wishes to come true. This Long Sapao
tradition has become a tradition of Lampang provincial agencies and people of Lampang
province, in which they mobilize via provincial policies, resulting in spatial economic
development and becoming well-known among Thai and foreign tourists. The tradition also

promotes economic growth, focusing on tourism, trade and investment. In addition, it is also
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in line with the government's income-generating plans, as outlined in the "City Not to Miss"
project as part of Thai Way of Tourism. As Lampang has been designated as a tourism city,
Lampang has to motivate tourists to visit and offer them new experiences under the concept

nn

of "A city that does not change with the times"," which is the charm of the province. The Long
Sapao tradition of Wiang Lakorn adds value to products and services derived from the wisdom

of the people, leading to a creative economy based on cultural knowledge.

Keywords: Economic and Cultural Development; Faith; Belief; Wang River Basin; Sapao

unin

arudodusssumafiindutuayssvneudniulummssmsmautiu arudoidunis
WiuAtuny anudenla 5uL°fJu'«m§méfuLmema éi’wn'u mm%aﬁﬂﬁt,ﬁmﬂswl,wajﬁmq Tuusiag
Nl iwudsendl 12 feu iwlﬂmﬂaﬂisuam faudonfeniuiatin dusminaume Wy MU
nsdurga N3 uduln euaw Hudu el faudideuluiygiiodouadlinuoglufass
stwwmwuumwaumqmimuiﬂLﬂmiunwgmm (Office of the Promotion of Arts and Culture
Chiang Mai University, 2022) $aaziiiuléin anudaduiivivesddn “Samsssn” mszannuide
HunumslunsimueiifisviliAnuny foRReafuadaussmd nginas nfin szuu sedeu
nsUfTRRY wazuImsvesRanITuNadaNaieg ufsdseaaieddd ssuuTs Seuufonneg
TuAiAnasgnadrsluieaussnnudeanis wu ngunasidldlufisnns Asnssudadluloniasiiag
(Lanchakorn, 2018)

Fwrtaguraduswmianidulsemelne ﬁﬁmqmqﬂiﬁﬁmam%mLLﬂ'Uismmﬂdw 1,300 U
Tnefindngruusngislunslunaaiuarluduiuddgiindndwnndunvesiuilosn g
Tumawmile 017 Mutuyaraw Juniaundunsal duuaumingd uwasneaaisleun Judu
fYausssunazyseindsnag Aduneatuundaduendnualiante TnsianisussLndaesaziu
msdesazinndufonsamisiausssudiadrefunisassnsenauuunganns ganandaindu
Usendlangiosdunvagifmindafiouiadedluniamiio mahZedinasslunudi
Uszindldlifndnguiinamissziianuduanddaeu Felioassyldumauinedais
aosaznludnwaregnels wazdaviunanls mﬂmmLﬁuﬂéndwﬁé’ﬂﬁuﬁlui’mﬁzyLﬁau?imﬁa‘v{%a
Furiigfeudvassvesnianan Jamssfuanuusemddidwesdium Ssduiiugruiniudanvangiu
finuAearinianszsmduramans we. 2339 Iinanfunulsemdd deduiosdad wa. 2339
JmszidinIazndensionszvadldiadaainuasdedmindsiansesndurmarnieyn
w35 uild s foRuuaglddruiuaineduvinsovesdnszsig sauiseiugiuveliusg
dnnuuazgfirdunaaliing agenansd grffites saenauassndniisuisdie vanani
wdngruszyiieatvaulssndd i dvesTansesindiunmand we. 2349 8ni1 nazdiniag
wisupsBedvsllfinaneasmuiitenin “avmuiidvgidinedidany” uinszAnyassiuazy
DIANTETINAIUINAI A mﬁmwmamuuENLUuUﬁvamwmﬂgumaumamﬂumwmmmuu
nnvdngudsnanlumssmddiiadesddlivnngdifessifeafunmsaesazimiudediile
(Chaimuangchuen, 2014) @5 UsuUszInel 81 s Tansesinaruiavatad adordutanans



NIAsFURANYIUINITAY 195 TN 12 20Ul 1 WNSIAN-NUNTUS 2567) 404

fidfnsoaunsdmnwszasdtusauigiediddnmuisadod gy missinin Wilasesuas
SsesAgaving sevined wa. 2275-2465 Iidudaududuazindussdusssnilunudssmddiia
Uiz d3Fed S nssumsmanieingg ud nisassiiesdnszsn nmslaneamszufiusnaneuidi
nsandn mMsnneuszfivudesdnszsiquazniswimnaiamg Wudu Di5eadduseiuundi
PrsnuUszmddidifidmdmndfasesuasduisinliliiasieqludiesdursdnnulsend
futs Tnglvuszmnaludlosdansmnuussndliifonszgdumaafisuiafonrity

soasTuson €
WS s

o a
“811” 91nI330sSSABIC

Picture 1: Public Relations Poster of the Sapao Chao Wiang Lakon Event Organized
by a Government Agency (Lampang Municipality, 2022)
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Picture 2: Public Relations Poster of the Sapao Chao Wiang Lakon Event Organized

by a Government Agency (Travel around the world travel, 2023)
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