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Abstract

The research article consisted of the following objectives: 1) to study the history of
the belief in nats among the changing political history, history of the important nats, the rituals
worshipping nats, and the benefits occurring in the Nat-worship areas; 2) to analyze the roles,
fights, the negotiation, and compromise between the rulers and people in the nat-worship
areas; and 3) to analyze the reflection of political-cultural power relations and the reflection
of cultural democracy in the nat-worship areas. The study applied a qualitative research
method by collecting data from documents, observation, and in-depth interview. The
obtained data were analyzed and interpreted according to the research conceptual
framework.

From the study, the following results are found: 1) The belief in nats has always been
related to politics in Burmese history as well as many important nats whose history and
worship has also been involved with politics. The nat-worship areas also benefit many
involved parties. 2) Both the rulers and the people are involved and have roles in the nat-
worship areas in which the rulers have always exercised their state power to control the areas
in order to establish their power while the people have always negotiated in order to maintain
their cultural areas.3) Based on the above-mentioned information, the nat-worship areas are
therefore the areas of power relations, in particular, the rulers and the people both take part
in negotiating and compromising. As a result, “Discursive hegemonic power” is created, as

people take part in which reflects the cultural democracy or “Radical Democracy”.

Keywords: Burmese Nats; Power Relations; Cultural Politics; Myanmar; Cultural Democracy
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