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Abstract

The research article consisted of 3 objectives as follows: 1) to study and analyze the
principles of coexistence of people in the multicultural society of Tharae Subdistrict, Muang
District, Sakon Nakhon Province; 2) to analyze the principles of coexistence of people in a
multicultural society according to the principles of each religion; and 3) to present a model
and ways for coexistence of people in a multicultural society that are concretely suitable for
Thai society. The study employed in-depth interviews with 12 persons from Christian and
Buddhist communities who lived in Tharae Subdistrict, Muang District, Sakon Nakhon Province.
The study also employed document analysis, in-depth interviews, data collection, and analysis
of the coexistence of people in a multicultural society. The obtained data were presented
using descriptive method.

The results of the study are as follows: 1) The principles for the coexistence of people
in @ multicultural society in Tharae Subdistrict, Muang District, Sakon Nakhon Province include
an acceptance of differences in concepts, cultures, traditions, races, religions, languages, and
beliefs. 2) The consistency of principles for the coexistence of people in a multicultural society
according to the principles of each religion; for Buddhist communities, the principles refer to
the observance of the 5 percepts, kindly speech, not building disharmony or discrimination in
the community, and making oneself useful; for Christian communities, the equal openness of
each community to society should be promoted. 3) A model and ways for the coexistence of
people in a multicultural society that are concretely suitable for Thai society; for Buddhist
communities, the promotion for youth and people to participate in religious activities or
exchange different cultures and traditions; while for Christian communities, the promotion for
people to participate in annual merit-making activities and any religious-related tradition in
order to bring about understanding and acceptance in the differences in ideas, as well as
having good attitudes in coexisting which will result in the efficient coexistence in the diverse

communities.

Keywords: Coexistence; Multicultural Society; Tharae Community
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