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Social Buddhist reflection in Khmer ghost stories

[ a

'dagil azen uaz i edatng

1Sajjaphoum la-or and U-Tain Wongsathit

{\_ ) ‘ff 'aglusiund uinendefauing

Ev_,i\/f 'Faculty of Archeology, Silpakorn University, Thailand.

@// !Corresponding Author’s E-mail: Sajjaphoumlaor@gmail.com.
UnAng

[y
v AAav

UNANLITEATIUTTRUTLAIALAND 1) LNANTIUNAUINITAIULT D5 BIRLINS 2) bNBNIU

nauAlLT way 3) WilenumnagieumadsauanEeaamivns Wumidedmunm 1izeadi
$1uu 100 Fos 1 4 Ussiae dmuituthuions dnudest esdu waedions WWinlnsdiauay
Audeyatenansainussmeiunen waziuledniwios

namFITenuin 1) fawnmssueudeisesdivns Srausniinnudeinioglusssuei e

Tun U1 w1 wagdidussnygy iWesunsenvsaauidiun 345U01ARANT LTIl uAEUINNG

~ A

LAZLI LA DILDFEDANTWAIUT FI5UAIULT DL DIRNINTAUSTTUNBUDN 2) RLVUTLUIRUNMUING

U oA Yy [ [ AY a A aAad v o i = A4 ad a
ﬂ'ﬁu‘Uﬂ@l@ 3 ﬂaqll ‘l@LLﬂ 1. NASLAY ﬂ@NVI@Q@] VAIAULYUTUILAUTTNANR 2. N‘V‘!‘Vlﬁ ABANEARNIIN

v

vBwanudevesmaunms uaz 3. nauRnTmusssuaeuen AeRidianludinuius elan
msfeanstnauii 3) mmasreumsdsayludonafinas lunguidady muvundednduiivem
yyuilinnuduases muaunginssuauludsey wazdietunanuguli nguinns 1 3 $1man
MINANATNIENNSAIEUT AD 1. dUAd 2. 1WA war 3. 93Ny dunquAIINTAILsIIUAIEUN
gruausind i oautds WaRENTsN diunmasieunisdrudy 9 arndeuaiiious

TnssnuanuTosest sulaemans sunmseaw wagaiuiineine

=

o o w A A A a ~ o
A& B LIDLATNLTUT; AINULTDLIBINLUNT; N‘V!V]ﬁiuaﬂﬂllfﬂmi

Abstract
This research objectives are: 1) to find out the evolution of beliefs in Khmer ghosts; 2)
to find out categories of Khmer ghosts; and 3) to find out a reflection of Buddhist society from

Khmer ghost stories. The study is a qualitative research by using 100 Khmer ghost stories which
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are categorized in four types: Khmer folk tale, ghost tale, short-story, and novel. The data
were collected by surveying and collecting data from Cambodian documents and Khmer
language website.

The results of the research find as follows: 1) The evolution of beliefs in Khmer ghosts:
in the primeval time, there was a belief about ghosts that were in the nature e.g., water,
woods, mountain, and there were as well the ancestor ghosts. With the arrival of Buddhism,
people took in the beliefs of ghosts in Buddhism. When the tools for communication were
developed, people took in the beliefs of ghosts from outside cultures as well; 2) Khmer ghosts
can be categorized by their evolution into 3 groups: 1. The original ghosts which refer to those
ghosts that have lived along with Khmer society since the primeval time, 2. Buddhist ghosts
which refer to those arisen by the influence of Buddhist beliefs, and 3. Ghosts from external
cultures which have emerged in Khmer society due to the advancement of communication;
and 3) A reflection of Buddhist society from Khmer ghost stories. The social reflection in Khmer
ghost story in the ancient spirit group, Khmer people believe that it was the ancestor spirits
who provide tutelage and control people’s behavior and destine the happiness to the people.
Buddhist spirits group are divided into three kinds according to the Buddhist texts: 1)
sambhavest (a spirit seeking or awaiting rebirth), 2) petre (a ghost of the departed), and 3)
asurakaya (demons). As the external cultures spirit group was brought by Khmer people for
entertainment and there is no ceremony for them. As the other social reflections from ghost

stories were the beliefs in ghosts, superstition, Buddhism and ecology.

Keywords: Khmer ghost stories; Khmer ghost beliefs; Buddhist ghosts in Khmer community.
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