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The Elephant in Isaan literature:

Assembly Created the Identity and Cultural Meaning
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Abstract

This research aims 1) to study the context of Isaan literature, 2) to study the creation of
animal identity for elephants appear in the Isaan literature, 3) to study cultural meaning of elephants
appear in Isaan literature. The paper is a qualitative research investigating into 3 Isaan folklore:
1) Sang Sin Chai by Preecha Pinthong, 2) Nang Phom Hom by Isaan Literature Association, 3) Thao
Kutthanam by Umporn Namlao.

The study results reveal the following: 1. The context of the studied Isaan literature can
be divided into 3 aspects. 1) Background—the storyline is similar to Jakata. The story was penned
down as a moral teaching as well as unravelling the background of places in the Isaan and Lao PDR.
2) Subject matter relating to elephants—in the story play as a leading and supporting roles. Such
roles are considered important to the development of the characters and how the story unravel.
3) Education—this emphasizes on comparison study writing techniques and art of language use
as well as reflection of the culture of the society, belief, and traditions. 2. The identity creation
of elephant in Isaan literature can be divided into 2 aspects. 1) Creating negative identity for the
elephant. This shows the negative side of the elephant such as its cruelty, immorality, etc. These
traits are considered in conflict with the Bhuddist teachings. 2) Creating positive identity for the
elephant such as its sacrifice, father love towards a son, etc. These traits reflect that animals can
partake in good deeds towards humans. 3. Elephants and its cultural meaning in the context of
Isaan literature can be divided into two meanings. 1) Elephant signifies supernatural power, which
is mysterious and beyond human’s insights and control. It is believed to be the mediator between
the secular world and the world of holiness. 2) Elephant signifies its reproduction process and
gender. It is an animal with the power to reproduce, which can relate to genders between female

and male.
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