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Abstract 
The objectives of this research were to: 1) analyze strategies used in naming American 

movies into Thai; 2) study the use of the Thai language strategies in conveying the meaning of 
American movies into Thai. This is qualitative research which encompassed 321 titles of 
American movies from 2008 to 2009. The data was collected from The Film Control Department, 
Registration Division, and Ministry of Culture as during those times, American movies were the 
most prevalent in Thailand. In this present study, the concept of the Thai language usage 
strategies was fundamentally based on the idea of Thannapaporn Hongthong from the 
dissertation on linguistic strategies for propagating Buddhism of Buddhadasa Bhikkhu: case 
study of “Idappaccayatã” teaching method in 2014. The concept of film genres by Detchpat 
Arttasan in 1994 was also employed. The results indicated that movie titles can be categorized 
into four types: 1) drama, 2) comedy, 3) suspense and thriller, and 4) action. Furthermore, it 
was found that three characteristics of naming and conveying the meaning of American movies 
into Thai depends upon: 1) central character, 2) theme, and 3) atmospheres of stories. In terms 
of the Thai language usage strategies, there are three methods as follows: 1) creating a new 
name, 2) using transliterated words, and 3) translating words. In addition, the results also 
revealed that the strategies used in naming American movies into Thai place more emphasis 
on business values rather than the authentic meaning of the language. 
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(Drama) 

 
(Comedy) 

 
 (Suspense and 

Thriller) 

 
(Action) 

 
Despereau 

Atonement 
 

Wild Child 
(

)  

dead 
 

In 
Bruges 

 

The Other Boleyn 
Girl 

 
The Curious Case 

of Benjamin Button 

Elizabeth The 
Golden Age (

)  

5. Open Season 2 
( ) 

6. Bolt (

) 7. Be kind 
Rewind (

) 
8. Superhero Movie 
(

) 9. Burn 
after Reading 

 

The living and the 
dead 

Poison Ivy The secret 
society 

Waz 
!!! 

We own 
the night 

 One 
missed call 

 

Max Payne 

Jumpers 

Death Race  
Journey to the 

Center of the Earth 

Mummy: Tomb of 
the Dragon Emperor 
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1.1 

 (The 
Curious Case of Benjamin Button , Elizabeth: The Golden Age , -

Wall-E Did you Hear About the Morgan? ,
Ricky , Hancock , Natasha ,

Sherlock Holmes , Harry Potter and 
the Half-Blood Prince Mr.Brooks  
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1.2 Mama’s Boy),
Death Sentence), Assembly), Rambo 4),

Rogue), (Push)} Hitman)
Iron man)  

1.3 
The Time Traveler’s Wife), Taking Chane),

Up in the Air), Milk), ! Forgetting Sarah),
Hellboy II: The Golden Army), Ninja Assassin

Offside),
Sydney White), Sorority Row), The September 

Issue) Legally Blond 3)  
1.4 

InBruges), Street Kings),
G.I Joe: the Rise of Cobra), Sweeney Todd: 

The Demon Barber of Fleet Street), Tropic Thunder),
The love guru), 27 Dresses),

The Duchess) The Princess 
and the Frog  

1.5  
The Fox & The Child), Revolutionary

Road), Year one), Pride and Glory),
Winged Creatures),

The Hangover) The Mutant Chronicles  
 

 

Book of Blood),
Shutter), The living and the dead), P2),

Diary of the Dead), Drag Me to Hell),
Untraceable), Asylum), Paranormal Activity: 

Evidence of Haunting), The Echo) Scar 3D  

Max Payne), Jumpers),
Largo Winch), Terminator Salvation),

The Hurt Locker), The International),
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(Public Enemies), Aliens Vs. Predator - Requiem), 
The Counterfeiters),  (Punisher 2),  

The Tale of Despereau), The Other Boleyn Girl), 
Slumdog Millionaire),  (Step Up 2 the Street), 
The Reader), Across the Universe), 

Penelope), The Leap Years), Love 
in the Time of Cholera)  Last Chance Harvey  

 
Diasster Movie), Be Kind Rewind), 

Superhero Movie), The come backs), Funny 
People), Kungfu Panda), 
(Get Smart), Young@Heart)  The 
Brothers Bloom  

Happily N’Ever After2), Mr.Magoriam’s wonder 
Emporiam), Martian Child), (Bedtime Stories), 

 A Christmas Carol  
 

  

 

 

Nation Treasure Book of Secrets), 
Star Gate the ARK of Truth)  : 

(Indiana Jones and the Kingdom of the Crytal Skull)   
 Australia), New 

york, I Love You), Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa), 
! (Fired Up)  What Happens in Vegas…  

, 
My Blueberry Night)  

(December boys  

(The Box), License to Wed), Diary of the Dead), 
The Haunting in Connecticut)  The Eye  
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(Hongthong,2014)
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Teeth), Never Back Down),
(Midnight Meat Train) Fool’s Gold  

(Changeling), The Ugly Truth), Marley & Me),
Once), Snakes and Earrings),

(Shanghai) Julie & Julia  
 

Cardilac Records 

 

Bruno
Australia  

–
G-Force

The Happening



11111777773333377777

Hancock), Yes 
Man), Natasha),

Madagascar: Escape 2 Africa), Ice Age: Dawn of 
the Dinosaurs) Star War: The clone Wars  

Penelope), New in 
Town), Rambo 4) Ink Heart) 

 

Last Chance Harvey P.S I 
Love You 

 

 
Angels & 

Demons), The Kite Runner), Pope Joan), Diary of 
the Dead  

Again), Ghost town)
BC  

Love Happens), Quarantine), The Day the Earth Stood Still)
The Assassination of Jesse James)  

Day 
of the Dead), Broken Embraces), Paranormal Activity),

Public Enemies) The Lodger  
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Soloist) Captivity  

 

  

Comedy Suspense and Thriller Action
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