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Abstract

This article is aimed at analyzing the qualification and roles of Buddhist abbot in

the Buddhist texts.

As the result, the Buddhist abbots means the Buddhist monks who has been
authorized to foster monks’ well-being and rule the temple. Mostly, the temple in the
Buddha’s lifetime was allocated in the forest. The qualifications of the abbot are: quality
of learn person (Pahusutta), quality of manner, quality of communication with monks and
layman, quality of construction and renovation (residence), and quality of justice. The roles
of Buddhist abbot are: 1) Realizing on self-improvement according to the three studies
(Tri Sikha), 2) concerning of temple construction and it ready for dwelling, 3) fostering of
the Buddhist monks in the temple and encouraging them to observe doctrine,
4) welcoming and reserving monks who visited during their stay, and 5) assisting and
subsidizing people who live near the temple with compassion, informing them about the

religious rites, and visiting them when they are sick.

The roles of the Buddhist abbots as appeared in the Buddhist texts have different
details from the roles of Buddhist abbots in the Thai society. The Buddhist abbots are
appointed by the administrator monks (Sangha). They have the qualifications, authority
and roles according to the laws and discipline. They are responsible for administering and
managing in the temple by supporting of the assistant abbot, temple committee, and

manager of temple affaire.

Keywords: Qualification; Role; Buddhist Abbot; Buddhist Text.
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