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Conflict Management on Natural Resources in

The Salaween River Basin Communities
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Abstract

The purposes of this qualitative research were to study the surrounding
context and patterns of conflict management on natural resources in the
Salaween River Basin communities, dimensions, mechanisms, disadvantages/
advantages of the former conflict management in order to further develop
the patterns of conflict management on natural resources of the communities.
The experimental samples consisted of informants within the communities who
provided principal data and those outside the communities. Both participatory
and non participatory observation, in-depth interviews and group discussion
were employed as research instruments. In addition, concept of conflicts and
conflict management, theory of structure and function, concept of network,
Miller's concept of the relationships between man and ecology systems,
sustainable development, concept of participation and philosophy of sufficiency
economy were all used to analyze the data.

The results showed that the natural resource conflicts within the
communities of Omkoi district could be classified into four categories: the

conflict between communities and state, the conflict with neighboring communities,
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the conflict within the community and the conflict between communities and
some economically influential figures. A number of methods were employed
as conflict management such as adaptation of former traditions, informal talk,
establishment of network, community organization and participation. Besides,
cultural, social, political and economic dimensions as well as networks and
sustainability were employed through social and cultural mechanisms. The
network and appropriate form of authority used to manage the conflicts on
natural resources in the Salaween River Basin communities were to establish
joint-management among communities, state and private organizations. As a
result, these communities would become the communities of learning by using
local learning networks, model projects of natural resources and environment
management which were based on royal-initiated projects and concept of

sufficiency economy.

Key words: Conflicts on natural resources in the Salaween River Basin

communities
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