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Muslim Traders across Border: Their Everyday Life Practices in

Padang Besar, Thailand — Malaysia Borderlands
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Abstract

This research aimed to study 1) the social meaning of the borderland
of Padang-Besar, a Thai town bordering Malaysia, 2) Muslim Traders’ trading
networks across Padang Besar border, 3) trading activities of Thai Muslim
traders across Thailand - Malaysia Border in negotiating with the state’s law and
Islamic principles, and 4) the Malaysian people’s consumption of clothing across
the border, the building of social identity through clothing and the meaning of
clothing they used. Anthropological methodology was employed in this field
research. The subjects studied were fifteen key informants who were Thai
Muslim traders and labor across the border and 22 of those involved in
the border trading: public transport vehicle drivers, truck drivers, government
officials and local people. The instruments used were participatory observation,
interviews of key informants and case study. The data analysis was done
by categorizing, decoding, and interpreting the data which were validated by
triangulation. The results showed that 1) this borderland has social meaning
according to the happenings at the time dimension 2) the patterns of trading

network relationship of Thai Muslim traders across the border were complex
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and varied. 3) Thai Muslim traders activities across the border all challenged the
taboos under Islamic principles, 4) imported clothing from Thailand were favored
by Malaysians who valued them as fashionable, indicating higher social and
economic status when compared to the simple clothing worn by people in Malaysian

Muslim circle. The clothing was also adapted to suit different time and occasions.
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