S winslneludssinasasinsiae:
awasiiau “anudulng” uas “nsususa”
Thai restaurants in Australia: The reflection of
“Thai-ness” and “adaptation”

answs  yasn'
Suttiporn Bunmak

Abstract

This paper seeks to explain the reflection of Thai-ness through Thai
immigrant’s Thai restaurants in Australia. It draws on ethnographic fieldwork
in Wollongong, Australia between 2009 and 2010. The study found that the
increasing number of Thai immigrants move to Australia after policy of exclusion
among Asian’s immigrants including Thai immigrants. This leads to the increasing
number of Thai restaurants in Australia. Thai immigrant’s Thai restaurants have
the opportunities to present Thai food culture in form of values of Thai ethnicity
to turn economy value by adaptation of Thai culture to suit the local context
within Australian society.

Keywords: Thai restaurant, Thai immigrant, Thai-ness, Australia
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(Department of Export Promotion, 2008) duanandandiuaNruILUuls=sIng
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U U UISBING
i3 Uszmnsaulng | Fwewmnslne DONIAILAY
(3amaz) (3amaz) (3amaz)
Australian Capital 770 41 358,894
Territory (ACT) (2.5) 2.7) (1.6)
New South Wales 12,290 824 7,238,819
(NSW) (40.2) (51.7) (32.4)
Victoria (VIC) 7,060 314 5,547,527
(23.1) (19.7) (24.8)
Tasmania (TAS) 310 15 507,626
(1.0) (0.9) (2.3)
Western Australia (WA) 3,420 71 2,296,411
(11.2) (4.4) (10.3)
South Australia (SA) 1690 70 1,644,642
(5.5) (4.4) (7.4)
Queensland (QLD) 4510 235 4,516,361
(14.8) (14.7) (20.2)
Northern Territory (NT) 510 20 229,675
(1.7) (1.4) (1.0)
RRREY 30,560 1,596 22,342,400
(100.0) (100.0) (100.0)

LLWE\i\ﬂﬁm: 1) The Australian Bureau of Statistics of Population and Housing
2006; 2) Thai Food Restaurant Ll 3) Australian Demographic Statistics, June
2010, Australian Bureau of Statistics
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Fa¥upmsineluifiosisanainavazdiesfidanit “lne” (Thai) 1wy 311 Crown
Thai Restaurant, Thai Carnation Restaurant, Hom Thai Restaurant, Jasmine Rice
Thai Restaurant, Baan Krua Thai, Old Siam Thai Restaurant, Coconut Thai
restaurant, Thai Basil Café, Nirand Thai Restaurant was Crystal Thai Cuisine
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ﬁas'mmsmmi (menu) Wumsuaaveanivanudulneiuiisriviedmemsing
Tunmspwnsdunieiidodunsinefdeudunmnediudwd @y dudn Pou
Tom Yum a1l Jeu Larb Ghai Lf‘iaomﬂiﬁﬂmsmmﬂwﬂmoimmsLﬂuﬁ%ﬁnnu
ptenT sz elulsEindnasiAsIAY mﬂ“ﬁmmﬁ\bﬂﬁuﬂam’mm’mn‘flummaanqu
waasliiutionnaiu exotic agwlsfima Fasienisomsuenensgnudadiu
nndengulagiidefiannmdengeiidsusanidsaiunslneinfudine 1w Ginger
(Pad Khing) Chili & Basil (Pad Bai Kra Pao) Garlic Sauce (Pad Kratiam) Oyster
Sauce (Pad Nam Man Hoy) UN$18n13issnesnnginfuiiiauansannamang
ﬁﬁmmmamaan’lﬁﬁugnﬁmu\lwﬂ LLﬂ::LL&GNWJ’]NLﬂu\lVlEJIuLNI;}B’Mﬁ“ﬁ’]ﬁWuﬁi LU
Papaya Salad qun él'l\lml/r?ng Ilae E-san sausage; spicy & sour l&nsandanu
Tas¥upmsinearusnnasisienmssmnsiimieuiu amL’Eu%wummiﬁﬁgnﬁmz\jﬂwm
Huaulneasfinensemsiuandvanimemsinedug iensuauasandonts
ppvgnAAulng duiiae iU 513 MIaY fvsznaulydae lénsanda
aum'ﬂ FudnUa$ a1 toan ﬁﬂwuéﬂu NZIWIMYNTBLY naalédn Fa¥mevng
LLaviwmimmﬂmumsLLamé’nganumwmmmimLauammmmu Authenticity
traditional of cuisine

fasunederenisevsinglunateg $winsdsusiunefiuaneanieninu
Julnefifianuseda wazanuuomisinefifisssfnoduuiie (tradition Thai
/contemporary Thai-style) Lt
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“Our taste has been kept original as its in Thailand. We
have not change or modify its taste a bit. We know that
most of Thai restaurant here have modified their food to
suite the local taste bud; mild and sweet. We are not.....
We believe in providing a genuine and original. We can
assure you that what you have here will be the same as
in Thailand....except that you do not have to pay for the
air ticket... 1)”

(fipya: Coconut Thai, 2008)
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uazawnslnefinnsuslnandeng fudifien lasdldusnUssione s snciuiiee
g Iruiinsinnisuslnafindeenisen Lﬁa%mmmﬂmé'ﬁaayﬂuﬁmum’mmn
MifinaUfusyuuunsuiloremsiimansaniuiausssunviloazesdennns Tuan
Tapdinmsdmayemssanidusadssinn fo wypmnspaidin wyemavadn uay
WYDWNINU ANLULBE AL TUAN

93U LMEBLAsN (entrée) niafiiundtemsdendiges Hupmsi
Sutssmunaugnamdn Taedusmsifdiubisnn wazaldlnaasfizunanadion
fismnsonBusiedie Wemuiaiaasausiea1vnsaunan ifluafmwﬂwmmnfmmug
s wsudusaRsniifiaosssian fe awnsfimsnsoniudedis wazemng
Usziangy mvmwmmsnwaumumauamu’lwmmummimam 16un naas (Fish
Cake) ﬂmﬂﬂvwam (Spring Roll) PUNNEHALTL (Curry Puff) azifiy (Satay) ﬂﬁn (Poo
Cha) 2U83U (Kha Nom Jeep) vnnaauunIu (Calamari Ring) WNeIMen (Golden
Bag) awnslseinngy 16un #iudn (Tom Yum) §intn (Tom Kha) wasiindm (Tom
Chued)

815U 119U (a desert course) ’[u%ﬁumms\l‘wﬂﬁaaaLmiLﬁﬂdauTwzg
Wuzaswvnussumnledndy (Ice-cream) liud loAn3uman (fried ice-cream) il
matleAn3aviesusiieiiugudolunaatudingu laanduiunaldlne (ice-cream with
Thai fruits) laanIuiudnamilendn (ice-cream with sticky rice) nanaléiin ansnnu
lutwamnsinefieaaasdefidnsusanuiiuovmminuasausaaasidaninniy
gmammasclng uafinsdnussenudulnednlTusmamuiy Wy salilne
uazdnuntizsnluleanda Wadumsdiinsadneainnadurssmuuuulngsg Auans
anzaswnuinllusssnside

s ineuNeeNsiianauandnanamsingludsemalng laglanzeims
flgsuanufdvnlusamasids aun ﬁué’n (Tom Yum) uacWalng (Pad Thai) #ufn
Tuszmalnedegaasszion A Ap Fafniindu uazduiiinle LmeumTus'mmmﬂvm
Fuszinasonina i dusuiinduiiidunsaransd SnsidusunaainTFE
I ANANNRBN WATEIAATLAUANNAA TN i mMSUAUAs TuAnA T Tausssy
vilneomssamdie uenamiu duilulszmalnesdnlnajazifuduinla duinde
fuimeia uidnilumemsineiiioaasinastssmasaansideiduduiiivainvans
niwdlealny Téun 1, na, Yadu, e, Wauns, Lffa'?aﬂéﬁ wazAnTsig oy
La‘wwvmumwnmeLﬂuwuﬂuLﬂuamamnluaammLaﬂ \fiavnnauseaasdednuiusnn
Fuenlsisulssmuiosn wﬂwLuumm'ﬂmwmﬂamoLiJummiﬂi°an11uuLuaam
NRNVSDIIRASH
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“Tom Yum: Famous spicy Thai soup with lemongrass,
lime leaves, lemon juice, chili, coriander and mushroom.
Choice of chicken, beef, pork, prawns, mixed seafood,
vegetables and tofu.”

(foya: WYp1N35893 U Coconut Thai)

wulinfuialnededusmsfildsuanufeneteaniuosansdy Aalny
farudusmadszitmdlnelugiuzanuiuamsmaden ialnedainuas o
vTnaludsinalnglaifldunanoesidadas Tnefisdunaspaaig fouke dudud
Waleld LmWﬂ\LVIEI‘[ui’]uE]’WﬁﬂVIEW]?JT’LVI@TE]E]E\ILGI?LE\]EJNWJ’INLLVIﬂmW’mNﬂIWEJE\ImmLﬂN
wuﬂuuﬂnﬂlumﬂu‘lwﬂ amwﬂlmﬂuimmmﬂwﬂmh"mﬂaammmﬂumuwawao
Hosnsinanmae Tdun dalnevy dalneld dalnewids delnemzia dalneidagng
walneiy dalnednson

“Pad Thai Noodle: The most popular Thai fried rice
noodle with crushed peanut, shallot and bean sprout with
the meat of your choice of vegetarian, tofu, chicken, beef,
pork, squid, fish fillet, king prawn, seafood, duck or
kangaroo.”

(foya: wypMN5IB9I U Coconut Thai)
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TﬁanﬁwaammLﬁﬂ%’qﬁﬂﬁaﬂ?ﬁumwLﬁm%auiumﬂmimmiwmmwms %wumms
11/18%aaaLmiLam"umimamanwm"ﬂmmmuiﬂwsnmnuaa‘[u‘swmimm‘s Lwa
‘[mnmsmmmmumﬂmwmaoiwmsmmsum WU AN (Tom Yum) tiran
(Nam Tok; BBQ Salad) a1u (Larb; Mince Salad Thai Style spicy) AMuLAATEAUAU
Ndyansoizundn 1 U, duA1 (Papaya Salad) ANNLRATTAULUNaY Rdwansal
JUwan 2 iﬂ u,awu,nam (Jungle Curry; no coconut cream, very spicy) mwmmam
Nﬂmaﬂwmsﬂwsn 3 51 LLm’]ummﬂwﬂmomevmLLuni’mmsmmi‘lmwu
iammmwmﬂunaumiﬂmﬂ Dishes with a touch of chili %4 HaLRA (Pad Ped)
Aalunzingn (Pad Bai Ga Prow) f11#@sinén (Stir Fried Tom Yum) UANINUY
miﬂqus’mmimmiwmmmmemuimyazqumuwaumﬂun:wmnmu Walwsazf

2udidndenhmsdeadalng Fofiehilasionuma 1. Ayaseasiu finmasdauazsasialiaulneuslnadalng
Tuguzamatssimnafiuandeanieisivasauiu LmvwmlmuﬁlmmuwﬂmaaLuawumuauﬂuwuﬂm Wina
mnﬂuwuﬂuuﬂnﬂl,uawu
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flaruvuiudingu 16ud wnofia (Red Curry) unewsuus (Penang Curry) uns
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=1
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