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Online social networks and intercultural communication in Thai society
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Abstract

The research aimed to explore the status, usage, and roles of social
networking sites in intercultural communication of different regional groups in
different contexts, and the impacts on interpersonal communication in Thai
culture and on communication across cultures, including guidelines towards
effective and appropriate usage of social networking sites in Thai society.
The study was conducted by documentary research, focus group interview
and survey questionnaires with students, governmental officers, and multinational
company staffs, including in-depth interviews with scholars and professionals.
The results are as follows: 1) The subjects use “facebook” the most (88.75%)
at “seldom” level (30.00%) to contact their present foreign friends or colleagues
at school or in the workplace (46.80%). The most mentioned purpose of using
SNS is to maintain their relationship (84.31%). 2) Increased roles of SNS
usage in intercultural and cross cultural communication are found in various
contexts and circles, i.e internal communication and organizational management,
learning enhancement in educational and business circles, utilization for
marketing and public relations, expansion of network and cooperation in social
and political movement, and tools for mass media work across borders.
3) SNS usage is found to affect Thai people’s values and personality. On the
other hand, it enhances their cultural learning and increase their positive attitude
in intercultural communication. 4) A number of guidelines towards effective

and appropriate SNS usage in Thai society are proposed in this study.

Keywords: social networking sites (SNS), online social network, intercultural
communication, media and culture, Thai society
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2AUTBNA

1. dnsaurnsidulefiadatnedenn (social network sites (SNS)) Tuns
fomsseninimusnzesaulng

Taonmsan anramIfnededsaseseg seen1sfinenil wuth NENAIBEN
sulva (3ewaz 62.08) Lﬂumia%wLﬂ%a?iﬁﬂsfauﬁukulmaﬁwﬁ“umngﬁmﬂw%a
Fausssnsg unnifuaussIAnIedransuuay WetinuuiAnees Barnes
(2006) ma%mmhzLmnLﬂ%mhﬂfﬁ"\‘iﬂuaaulaﬁmaoQ’[ﬁﬂu\lwﬂﬁwu’[umu%ﬂﬁ WU
aulnedningldiadetnedszian w3stiense (first-order/direct network) Faifiu
nsfnsalasaseiuyearaiiylFiinvieduiay Wy Aseuassr andides wiou §3meu
4a4 WNNIATeTeEeN (indirect network) FuspaAdasiULLIAMSEY “N1TAnMD
fesnsiuauudanniin’ Tudsenlng fsazwuludyaviognidalnediin “ednlila
aundanniin” “aglilams agnclaau” “adlflaauiilidvusudaein’ Wudu
ol waddenuinguieteiinsfindeduiiiautiagiuiisdntuiiinou/Tusnudnm
wnige Taefansuzifundetedinanw (friendship) snfigaoueily SNS Tuns
AasafuausmAiie “SnnanuduiusiuiiousmAnieeian” snfiga mndi
o) Use and Gratification 885U 3L UIAAYEY McQuail, Blumler & Brown
(1972 Fwislumaaun  wifamw, 2541) ssnudingugld SNS anlnedimadentd
felunsinsefosnsfivausvmiisnsuaussanuissnszesianyaaalusiu
NUBURNWUS (personal relation) Junan aﬂﬂﬁliﬁmﬁuimqﬁizaoﬁlunﬂsTﬁ SNS
wiednmfnsnwivauizain wodnduinguszasdoeensld SNS vosaumAduq
LU ﬁoﬂmng’[umu%ﬂmm Boyd & Ellison (2008) waldufwuanuusiaInsng
duq Tun1sfeanssenineimusssundadnumnsauuay ldun wwdatreniedzsndn
wiptnuAasile nsetnansaddndnuniuasinsetiornnguauiiiauauls
iU

2. unumzesvaIatedsanasulailuienisateg uwazdsngnianllnailu
fomnlng

Woeszinisly SNS Tuaenissneg wuumuwiidnd wu Turen1sfnm
m%aﬂw&’muaau‘laﬁ@uﬁéLLa:ﬁ'aomamsL%fﬂu;ﬁmummLLazi’ﬁuuﬁisuﬁﬁuaﬁﬂu,az
sauﬁmmnmmanLﬂé‘ﬂuﬁagaﬁmﬁ TaglanzannAuA1T AL T89n 18 ILAS
usssn swinalAaunumiddyfe “a” Iwmthiudauasyseauausg
TueSetnsuaziiauualiunmsiaun “maluladnnsudansn” etiuanglasse
funmlueietedensoaulald adeiuil Google wensanagsziunilduiagiu
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usnanilfadagasmsligunasasiinnssesanluieiadisseseransdiaaunniu
MliAafiflvalurensd@nening uisziuifusanelviinanulinelaunanansd
Aepd SsenanesindunaseadaninielunszuumsiSsumsasustinslimnzay
Tnglawmzarileuns Suaniifesnsligissuiianasviaseuiies uisuziAeiud
unumiiutasmeivalun1sdienisysusimenusssy (cultural adaptation) Anw
WUAATEY Kim (2001) 289e13158uastindnsnsneniludaaune

Tunwgsfa wud1 SNS gnﬁmﬂ"ﬁn’juﬁ'aﬂmqLLazﬁaaﬁuaquTumsu%mi
warmsfaarsnielusedng nmswauminensnysd (HR) uazmsfniugsiadiiu
19 aganeauaziimsisuulateiesiniga lasawizn19iia “E-opinion
leader” Budunasionsiasundaemginsuuilnannifadeldsudninannlavan
maﬁ'ama"nuLLa:naqwﬁnwsuanUwnﬁiamn (word of mouth (WOM)) lasandeaanu
W1 8ofinaefjdens (source credibility) dautssiiuiiir@nmssluide nns
Wisufisudsr@nsnmzasnisldde SNS Aunisfesisuuuiiuntiniu (FTF)
Tapaw1zaNuLuIAANSE319ANNLIN9le (trust theory) 289 Berlo, Lemert, and
Mertz (1969) uazuwidaiiuaudnuuzanmindaiovosfaans

Tunsindaulmimedoanuaznisifioy wuransenufiddy 2 Usenis As
nIaRTTEEIkaTITEEasznivlssing iadunytinulan (global village)
AMNUUIARTEY McLuhan deinluganuaulazasauialanuasmsusediigmeneg
Sy 1wy Ungnsalisesien i surumamjnauisguuaiiilud oy
nmsldfennaulaffndensnasesiawasuudasiinludeaslanamsy Defing
fya, 2554, . 17) agulsfinnn waddenuingudsdrolidesliidnsinsnsed
Tuilymeingg fiindusnmin wesanld sNs Tudnwue follow 3nnd1 usfinig
tnanlflunsiedeulnmenisidas ImﬂLa‘ww:ﬂqnni:LLammLmn@mmwu{s”’uua:
ansAaiuiianadedulssmasnniumilussdssing wanssnuiiaeede
M5B MAANIIATELIMISTAIUGTIN (cultural imperialism) WAEAIINAUNAIENY
Sauss3w (assimilation) 118 WU nszuanIvd nszusunashy (planking) “&

atalsfimamnfiansaniudnudysmis Tusdndomavulidnazfumisienad
ny Tnsiel a4 Junumean1sATaudmMeTmUsIsH (cultural imperialism)
TaglawnzRonnuseimaifianuasymeduiasegia fanuimimanalulad
uazfidnamemaiiiesge masuiiieriuiausssanteq dnldsudniwastenn
ndenszuandnlasiamsfoanazuanlanasiuan %@gﬂLmumiﬁiamwmﬁamamu
qra¥ongugSuansidiu “wawu” (massified) Seynausuiieseq Tusnsuzmiouiu
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Tugngnanfisaiu @y nasusenislnaimisnnenaiieaiu viefleien1sing
weniu Twsasidulsdedeziedonn (SNS) Fadudeadslmifidnsaranainuiy
NN (demassified/individualized) ﬁﬁtﬁﬁﬁﬂﬁﬂiﬁ’]uﬁﬂLﬁﬂﬂHﬂL@:Lﬁﬂﬂ%’Uﬁﬂm’m
mMamaziinuasiasnisldogmainmatsuazszainaueieiu (Rogers, 1986, #19f
Tummaun  uiunw, 2541, u. 121) uanmnﬁmidmaﬁagﬂﬂﬂLawwzm”agama
FausssnuuunaaUn (word of mouth) 99808 comments NLFIVDITUUFTIN
PWHINITNRANDUNITUUFUDNIWTAIUSTINIINAUUBNTAUSIIN (outsider) TINDY
Aian1s “voice-out” anaulutanssawn (insider) sndulasamizUszineadng vie
ndupuIARUEAN9 vianduTmusssndesludean Feapsdenanatsnngnisal
“communication imbalance” Tuafinann1stinauszasionsiuan 1wu nIdlavRTIN
83n-anigain denmanlnaaziisuandovdnsasseinaansgaiinuazani
AzuAn 13U CNN, BBC, Reuter, AP 8% F9uAndganmstinauazesdonyiu
PONNAN LU Al-jira 289U5smanans udu fou SNS azfumunlumsziede
5:Lﬁﬂw%aauqamamiﬁamﬂm (communication new order/new balance)
WatnliAnanudusssnuasifissnsslumstiiauaidassnzestssinania Tnusssw
g atesaudnlfinndunteld Sedudssiuiir@nesisly

3. BndwanslfinIernedsrnaaulatisonisilisunyasAfenuas Taussss
Tne

HadTenudn detedeansaulatiinliie “nsfeastinmudu’ uazan
ANULANANNINTAIUTTINTINIINITRATDITINTLNINNBIUNR (power distance)
ANLUIAATEY Hofstede, Hofstede, & Minkov (2010) Tudeanlng v eninng
waztiniSeu Jusu Fedonaliildaulnenduaasosnannnimsfessuuniuni
i 'ﬁoﬁmaL‘f‘iaommnﬁisumﬁmao5aaau1aﬁﬁﬁﬂaﬂu§asziunwsLLam“ﬁa;daLL@:
anaiumauiifeonts v1av saudsislAaniswasustasaiisalvaludoanlng
81#i aflaw/maAnssnda fe nisdensn wWasuuladluibuddun/mginssaind fe
MIIA/uaAsdayaIiuaie (narcissistic act) NIt LEUBAULEY (self-disclosure)
maogﬁ,mﬁamunsaumzLwn‘iuazwmmmameﬂ'E‘iﬂthLﬂuﬂawﬁmwaogﬁ,mﬁo’[umi
ugA9BaN M3 iNIeiiuauulanviisudiunmseessuauuanrtianndu
mstanudndivaion “mslusmgiu’ Wiswduinsdeansuuuiunimiu
anay aladn1swaLLULaN (indirect style) Lﬂ&‘ﬂulﬂuﬂlmﬁmswﬁ&v’u 3930 (direct
style) mn"ﬁu
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LLuﬂﬁuéﬁ’ona’wﬁomaa’owaviamiLﬁﬁﬂmmaﬁmuﬁﬁﬂwﬂ‘[uﬁmmﬁnmwLL@”
wqmmﬁumiﬁami iaumiﬂLmuwsaalmamiﬁama‘ LU ummnmuamaanua“
HEUDAULEININGY mmma/lmwmuLLUanwmmwu Lﬂmwwammummﬂmu
°L|‘V|1J’W]‘V|’l\1LWﬁLLayiﬂLLUUP]’)’]NﬁNWIAﬁV]ﬁGﬂNﬂ’]ﬂWN LBU msﬁamsnmwaummww
ATy dnanunm Sdnsausinfsustaly 35AauazAflendsuudasly aulde
LaTuNITlE SNS wasdvainuninduausaudatiosas nsenuivafaaias
“maldimg” maldnerfinsfossdununlidumenissnndu madendeuay
’naamomsﬁamsmansmumLsmmamﬁyuaymﬂa

uananil wamsﬁnmna’lmnﬂmmuannuuumﬂmsﬁamﬁ LNINYAAR
NUYAARANIAUSTIN WU SNS LuamiﬂumﬂunuLLu'Jﬂﬂmiﬁaﬂwsm'mawuﬁﬁu
HIUN3RBANTULLWIUMTN (FTF %38 face-to-face communication) ANLUIRATEY
Gudykunst & Kim (2006) %amm’%‘auiﬁ’um 81f wwIRAReg Ry “self” 12U
NNINTUDAULDY (self-presentation) N1SLUALNEALULEY (self-disclosure) N13&39
warusnnsanuydseivla (impression formation and management) Vlt:]‘]:lﬁm’i
fepala (attraction) n13t3119la (trust) n1slduazn1aiv “anuvasnaiv”
(deception) AMNVNIBUATUUIAALNLNL “AULUANNIIN" (concept of stranger)
nIzUIUMILEI (approaching process) LARZESNANMNTNAUS ANNLANAINDDY
M3l fumeuazeiaunam satenssuianadusuda (privacy) 8

ﬂ‘mmumnm’smmmﬂuﬂi”muwmﬂnmawLwaTwmeununfmﬂaﬂuuﬂaa
medean lTaaanizagndedefinafnunlufifinisfearsscnineiansssnludoanlng
fipaNN

na1alasagl SNS uazie3etnedeansauladifufouazdamienisdiesns
ﬁuma/nﬁiwaaﬁm fusaldaesufaatnesIns ansuuauldatraninelng
nadnilefedndusening “anuusiud” war “anudusissus” Fesewasie
Yausssauardeay sanivnsnssvindenisdusiunuresiausssnlne Foduie
‘V]m’ﬁﬁ’l’l‘lwﬂﬂﬂﬂuﬂ?iﬁli”ﬁUﬂLN&JE] mﬁmaammﬂmmw IRANR LLE\]"’JQ’]‘imﬂJ’ImN\‘l
Tun’maanao Won3y 1denide ua mmu"namma‘l,ﬂ Tmﬂmuomwanizwum"mmmu
iy mhsuuazasdnsfiisadassnisotn SNS mlElHAnussluniagne
(NViis} ﬁ‘svuuné“umaoﬁauaﬁmm“au AnmuuazlfanuAaiiudeg (comments/
status message) LWE)UT’LNu‘ﬂE]JWILLE\] mmmaamimm Tosansludonniifinnny
wafmwmﬂmmmuﬁsiu (multicultural society) Nty sdensidateene msld
SNS maomﬂsgmmmana LWBﬂiﬁdﬂgﬁuwuﬁLLE\].,Lﬂu“ﬁ’rﬂﬁﬂ’]\‘lﬂ’ﬁﬁﬂﬂ’]iﬂ‘uﬂuﬁl’]\ﬁj’lﬁl
Lﬁ‘a‘[ﬁlﬁﬁagamﬁmuﬁﬁuLLa:mmLﬁuﬁm Mduszlamidonswmunyssmaluy
FNUFANT
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