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Relationship between English writing ability and vocabulary

knowledge of students in an Islamic religious school
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate levels of English writing
ability, vocabulary knowledge, and the relationship between those factors of 40
Mathayomsuksa 6 students. The instruments used were a writing ability test and
vocabulary level tests. The obtained data were analyzed by percentage, mean,
standard deviation, and Pearson’s correlation coefficient. It was found that an
overall score of students’ English writing ability was at a fair level (64.91%). In
addition, results from the vocabulary level tests revealed that the average score
of 1000-word level was the highest (92.73%) whereas the 2000-word and 3000-
word levels were considerably low (44.56% and 36.76% respectively). Regarding

the relationships, there were statistically high correlations between the 2000-
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word and 3000-word levels and the students’ writing abilities (r= .761** and
.780** respectively) but a weak correlation at the 1000-word level (r=.308%). The
findings indicated that vocabulary knowledge is a crucial supporting factor in
relation to success in English writing development; however, the subjects of this
study had a low vocabulary level which made them unable to produce good

quality writing.

Keywords: Islamic religious school students, English writing ability, vocabulary

knowledge, vocabulary level
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Translated from Thai

References

Ministry of Education. (2011). the Basic Education Core Curriculum, B.E. 2551:
Learning Area of Foreign Languages. Bangkok: The Agricultural Co-
operative Federation of Thailand, Limited Printing House. [in Thai]

Sirikun, S. (2000). The use of the Cooperative Integrated Reading and
Composition (CIRC) strategy to develop students’ English writing
competence. (The Master of Education’s Thesis), Mahasarakham
University, Mahasarakham, [in Thai]

Suwannasom, T. (2001). A study on using restructuring strategies and abilities in
English language expository writing of undergraduate English majors,
Naresuan University. ( The Master of Education’s Thesis) .
Chulalongkorn University, Bangkok. [in Thai]

Suwanno, B., Sriwan, P., Promchat, P., Dechawong, P., Dechawong, U., &
Syananondh, K. (2004). A study of English vocabulary learning
strategies of Muttayomsuksa Three in Chaehomwittaya school of
Lampang educational service area 3 office. (The Master of Art’s

Thesis). Naresuan University, Phitsanulok. [in Thai]

15d158aUAART uu1Inendeaeatuasunsd Ingvanialvg)

112 | Ui 8 adui 1 illouunsian - fguisu 2559
Journal of Liberal Arts, Prince of Songkla University, Hat Yai Campus Vol.8, No.1 January - June 2016



