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Abstract

The purpose of this article was to study 4 outstanding characteristics
of the Junior Primary Education Thai Basic Vocabulary List Books: 1) the content of
the books that enables teachers and students to connect with one another
through the context of the three southern border provinces; 2) university

teachers acting as mentors; 3) the books’ greater emphasis on vocabulary
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and pictures; and 4) the construct of the books and their categories.
To analyze the books, qualitative and action research methods were
conducted. Moreover, the concept of specific textbook consideration was
employed as the research framework, and descriptive analysis was done in the
discussion section.

The findings revealed that the books under discussion have three
outstanding characteristics: 1) that the teachers and students live in the three
southern border provinces enables the teachers to design lessons appropriate
for their students who use Patani Malay as the mother tongue and Thai as
the second language; 2) that the university mentors work in the same areas
as the teachers and provide the knowledge of educational psychology, Thai
principles and teaching Thai as the second language for them enables the
teachers to incorporate their local contexts into the reading practices and to
construct the sentences by using the basic vocabulary bank which is in
accordance with the students’ experiences; 3) not only can these books that
are based on everyday life give the students pleasure, but also they help
them memorize vocabulary words well since the words that are usually
misspelled and mispronounced are highlighted in these books; and
4) although the construct and content management of the books of each
educational level vary according to the learning units as set by the Ministry
of Education, these books that are based on the community contexts enable
the students to practice reading and writing and to learn Thai vocabulary,
while at the same time making them enjoy their familiar lifestyles in southern
Thailand. All of these characteristics therefore strengthen the effectiveness of

learning Thai among the students in the three southern border provinces.
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