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Isan and the Politics of Space: Frontiers of Knowledge

Theerapong Kantam’
Alongkorn Akkasang**

*

Withaya Sucharithanarugse**

Abstract

This research aims to survey scope and background knowledge relating “Isan” or
Northeast Thailand. Author focusing on survey study knowledge about “Isan” as a unit of
analysis in order to present “Isan” in vary contexts such as implications of Isan, meaning of Isan
space. Thus, the research shows that wording “Isan” has been using as a name of “space” by the
governors instead of calling this are as “Lao principalities”. Meanwhile, “Isan” which refer to
“unit of space” was a consequence of the Administrative Reform in the reign of King Rama V,
including the the constrution of “Laotian”, “khmer”, “Suai” and other ethnic groups along the
Mekong and creation of “Thais”. Earlier, the studies about Isan were narrow, and quite specific,
then overlooked the connectivity among Isan in the big picture. Therefore, “Isan”, not only
geographical space, but more importantly is a whole society and imagination space that connect

and create implications of people and frontier of knowledge in “Isan space”.

Key words: Northeast Thailand/ Isan/ the Politics of Space/ Thai State policy
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