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Abstract

This article presents a study of electoral behaviors in the 2019 Thailand general
election in Surat Thani province. The objectives were (1) to study of political climate in
the 2019 Thailand general election in Surat Thani province; (2) to study of political
movements and political behavior of candidates; (3) to study roles of state
departments and other organizations in the election; (4) to study changes of people’s
political behaviors; (5) to study the use of election campaign resources; (6) to study
candidates who have switched political parties and factors that affected people’s
decision-making. This study was qualitative research using methods of documentary
study, participant and non-participant observation, in-depth interview by accidental
sampling from six election zones. The research revealed the following (1) There are
many candidates because election was not held for a long time and the impact of
mixed member apportionment election system, however, the contest among
candidates was not severe. (2) Election campaign methods were not different from
previous elections except more use of social media and candidates from different
parties did not disparage or blame each other. (3) State officers were neutral and
collaborated with other organizations properly. (4) Political behavior of people in Surat
Thani Province have not been changed from previous elections, and voters continued
to admire the Democratic Party. (5) People have a negative attitude toward candidates
who used financial fraud, however, some non-monetary incentives for election fraud
were found. (6) People think that candidates who have switched political parties and
those who are part of political dynasties are acceptable because their new party
makes more choices for people, however, the factor that most affected people’s
decision-making is political party. The study suggested that public agencies should make
people more understand about new election system and use more information technology in

election management.
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