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Abstract

The research entitled “Legal Problems of the Suppression Law (Niggahakama)
under the Sangha Law on the Code of Criminal Procedure: Study on Administrative
Sangha of Mahasarakham Province is aimed to (1) study the principles of punishment
for criminal violating Buddhist ethics as defined by the Sangha Supreme Council of
Thailand (2) conduct comparative study on the principles of punishment for criminal
violating Buddhist ethics as defined by the Sangha Supreme Council of Thailand (nho 11)
B.E. 2521 and the principles of criminal procedure defined by the Code of Criminal
Procedure. The research employed qualitative method with key informant in-depth
interview. The interviewees comprised two groups including: the 2 key informants of
Buddhist ecclesiastical official monk and Buddhism academics as well as one
interviewee from the Administrative Sangha of Mahasarakham Province. The research
revealed that the principles of punishment for criminal violating Buddhist ethics as
defined by the Sangha Supreme Council of Thailand (no 11) B.E. 2521 and the
principles of criminal procedure defined by the Code of Criminal Procedure, the
research revealed that the criminal procedure as defined by the Suppression Law
(Niggahakama) is as similar to the principles defined by the Code of Criminal
Procedure, except, the principles of the Preliminary Examination, the Oath in litem, and
the appealing, the expert witness, and the rights to counsel. Nowadays, Suppression Law
(Niggahakama) Enforced by Mahathera Council are duplicate the criminal procedure of
state which is not suitable for the monks. This is due to the procedure conducted
based on the Suppression Law (Niggahakama) requires the specific skill, but with no
legal knowledge defined by state. This becomes, as a result, impossible for the
Suppression Law (Niggahakama) to be applied by monks. It is therefore necessary for
monks to carefully study and to develop understanding about such the Suppression

Law (Niggahakama) in order to perform correctly.

Keywords: the Suppression Law (Niggahakama)/ the Code of Criminal Procedure/

Administrative Sangha of Mahasarakham Province
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