M3a15n15laIN1sUNATEY

7 9 atudl 2 Uszsdeungeniay - Awnau 2562 60

Uszusulneluyuuavaaduiledany 55uing w.A.2549-2559

WS TIayns
Sx%%

UFNIUA  IATWIANAND

(Tusvunmau : 26 nunIus 2561 /Tuudlvuaay : 1 dguigu 2561 /Tumeusuunaa : 4 dguien 2561)

unanuilaiiaueyunewieyssritulnsuazteoulandmasrenisiuiuaznisadie
YUNBIRINENVOLIUTIOBAIY S3WINe W.61.2549-2559 Tutreiidsnulveinaudauduas
a o = :’I <@ al 1 1 A A 1 a
AAN1553UTEN1909 2 AT LOURleNguAY 9 PBNNILARIRATUNIINITITlaeg 1T
=t A - o a a =i ] & = a
FIN15hantoannNITilsutenleaiunisesuleyssysulnefiunneng Wun1snuwias
Aaunn 1638n1sdun1waliBadn (In-depth  Interview) aann1s@nwinudn Taevialuiduile
dauteudszrduleg Ineoedsamdn o Aldunuain “Uszsnsdlae” Tunnunneaina
laun 85 @S AuLENen1A AUWINABY kaENITATHLAEEITIINYeedeAY
aglsinnu Welinsziluseazideavesnishinunneneafuainad wuii wuile
dauusazngulinunuesra danaiu uvsnquitduaudu “w@sden” visnguidy
Aty “Ussendlon” wiounngulidlindaussydulasnuuiuny JadfiuinUszanaudos
funumnianisiiieddaegnse Tugduuude 9 W nsedeulnisedudaaiulusuves
uIunIdiaulaeiiteuluidiadenssuiuasnisasaunesUsevsulaglugisam
% 1 al L2 < 6 aa 1 % ¥ 1 d‘
dananadl 5 Yade lasuenesnilu Ussaunisallu®in 9iee1y msfudeyarniansainde

NSN3 wazANdTUSIEnINYARATUYAAS

AdnAgy : Uszeisulee / Wuiledanu/ mudandanianisdes

unpIugudiiudiumdevesineridnus 15o9 vsymdulneluyuuesvouduilodans sewine w.a.2549-2559 vidnges
saemansumvdn 197391731090 15UNATES TNE188N 109N 1TUNATEN NN INGIAENIEITAIY
danseavUsyely a1v13vinisdiesnisunases enaunsideovnsunAses Un ImeIagmaITA

gemanT1913¢d a3, eraenisidlesnisunases un1IneIasumaIsAIL, 8191387y 1INUE



M3a15n15laIN1sUNATEY

7 9 atudl 2 Uszsdeungeniay - Awnau 2562 61

Isan NGO workers’ Perceptions of Democracy from 2006 to 2016

Pensri Chittabut*

Nattakant Akarapongpisak
(Received Date : February 26, 2018, Revised Date : June 1, 2018, Accepted Date : June 4, 2018)

Abstract

This paper scrutinizes the views on ‘democracy’ of NGO employees who
work in Thailand’s Northeast Region (Isan), and explores the conditions under which
those views were shaped. The period from 2006 to 2016 is selected because during
that time Thailand was witnessing a series of internal political conflicts and two
coups. Significant to our study is the fact that during that time, NGO workers in
Thailand were expressing their political views overtly, not to mention playing
important parts in major political movements. Their political stances can be related
to diverse interpretations of ‘democracy’. Based on in-depth interviews, this paper
argues that when discussing democracy, the ‘Isan” NGO workers associated the term
with prevailing understanding of concepts such as “rights”, “freedom”, “equality”
and “majority rule”. However, the Isan NGO workers of various groups under scrutiny
perceived each concept differently. Some advocated liberal democracy while others
adopted a populist view. And there are groups that expressed discontent against
representative democracy, proposing instead people’s ‘direct democracy’ in the
form of social movements. Five factors — life experiences, age, media consumption,
learning, and interpersonal relations — influenced the perceptions on democracy of

the Isan NGO workers under study.
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