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Democratic Transition in Myanmar and the 2010 Election
Nattapon Tantrakoonsab

Abstract

General elections that took place in Myanmar in 2010, although it is not free
and fair election, lead to the new rule of the game that all parties have more
bargaining power in political arena than before. Therefore, this election is said to be a
major political transition, which could lead Myanmar to democracy in the future. This
paper proposes that, factors that resulted in this election are public pressure from
chronic economic depression, the need to leave country from economic sanctions
measures to attract investments from abroad, the more unity of the country due to the
weakening of ethnic groups and the ability to centralize political and economic power
of the army to concentrate power in the process of transition.
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