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บทคดัย่อ 
การวิจยันี้เป็นการวเิคราะห์ความสมัพนัธ์เชงิซ้อนระหว่างเพศสภาพ ภาษา และการเมืองในการน าเสนอ

ภาพลกัษณ์พระสงฆผ์่านสื่อในประเทศไทย โดยศกึษาหวัขอ้ขา่วจ านวน 56 หวัขอ้จากหนังสอืพมิพเ์ดอะเนชัน่ออนไลน์
ที่เผยแพร่ระหว่างปี พ.ศ. 2556 - 2566 ท าการวิเคราะห์โดยใช้ ทฤษฎีภาษาศาสตร์เชิงเพศสภาพ การวิเคราะห์       
วาทกรรมเชงิวพิากษ์ ทฤษฎีการวางกรอบความคดิ ทฤษฎีการสื่อสารทางการเมอืง และแนวคดิอตัลกัษณ์ทบัซ้อน 
ผลการวจิยัแสดงใหเ้หน็ภาพลกัษณ์พระสงฆท์ี่ในหลายมุมมอง ซึ่งมส่ีวนก าหนดบรรทดัฐานทางสงัคม ความคาดหวงั
ทางเพศสภาพ ตลอดจนพลวตัทางการเมอืง ผลการวเิคราะห์พบว่า ร้อยละ 65 ของหวัขอ้ข่าวมกีารใชภ้าษาทีส่ื่อถงึ   
เพศสภาพ โดยมีสัดส่วนการใช้ค าสรรพนามเพศชายร้อยละ 78 และเพศหญิงร้อยละ 22 การวางกรอบเนื้อหา           
เชงิการเมอืงคดิเป็นรอ้ยละ 42 ขณะทีก่ารวางกรอบแบบดัง้เดมิ/อนุรกัษ์นิยมคดิเป็นรอ้ยละ 45 นอกจากนี้ยงัพบการใช้
ภาษาทีย่งัคงยดึเพศชายเป็นศูนย์กลางในการน าเสนอวถิชีวีติสงฆ ์แมว้่าการรายงานข่าวเกี่ยวกบัการบวชของสตรจีะ
เพิม่ขึ้นร้อยละ 10 ต่อปี ซึ่งสะท้อนถึงพฒันาการของวาทกรรมด้านเพศสภาพ เมื่อเปรยีบเทยีบกบังานวจิยัทีผ่่านมา    
พบความต่อเนื่องของแนวโน้มเดมิและการเปลี่ยนแปลงทีก่ าลงัเกดิขึน้ โดยเฉพาะในมติิการน าเสนอเพศสภาพ ซึ่งสื่อ        
มบีทบาทส าคญัในการต่อรองพืน้ทีข่องพระพุทธศาสนาในสงัคมไทยร่วมสมยัโดยพยายามสรา้งดุลยภาพระหว่างคุณค่า
ดัง้เดมิกบัแนวคดิสมยัใหม่ การศกึษานี้ช่วยใหเ้กดิความเขา้ใจเชงิปฏสิมัพนัธร์ะหวา่งการน าเสนอผ่านสื่อกบัมุมมองทาง
สงัคมดา้นเพศสภาพและศาสนาในประเทศไทย พรอ้มขอ้เสนอแนะส าหรบัผูป้ฏบิตังิานดา้นสื่อ ผูก้ าหนดนโยบาย และ
สถาบนัศาสนา 
 
ค าส าคญั: การน าเสนอผ่านสื่อ การวเิคราะหว์าทกรรมเชงิวพิากษ์ พระสงฆ ์เพศสภาพ อตัลกัษณ์ทบัซอ้น 
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Abstract 

This study examines the intersection of gender, language, and politics in media representations of 

Buddhist monks in Thailand. Analyzing 56 lead news articles from The Nation online newspaper published 

between 2013 and 2023, the research employs multiple theoretical frameworks including Gendered Language 

Theory, Critical Discourse Analysis, Framing Theory, Political Communication Theory, and Intersectionality. 

The findings reveal a nuanced portrayal of Buddhist monks that both reflects and shapes societal norms, gender 

expectations, and political dynamics. Quantitative analysis shows that 65% of articles used gendered language, 

with a significant imbalance in pronoun usage (78% male vs. 22% female). Political framing was present in 42% 

of articles, while 45% employed traditional/conservative framing. Qualitative analysis reveals persistent male-

centric language in describing monastic life, though coverage of female ordination increased annually by 10%, 

indicating a gradual shift in gender discourse. The study also notes a complex portrayal of monks as both political 

actors and mediators in societal conflicts. Comparison with previous research confirms continuity in many trends 

while highlighting emerging shifts, particularly in gender representation. These findings suggest that media 

coverage plays a crucial role in negotiating Buddhism’s place in contemporary Thai society, balancing traditional 

values with modern challenges. The study contributes to understanding how media representations influence and 

are influenced by societal views on gender and religion in Thailand, offering insights into the evolving perception 

of Buddhist monastic life in the digital age. Implications for media practitioners, policymakers, and religious 

institutions are discussed, along with recommendations for future research. 

 
Keywords: Media Representation, Critical Discourse Analysis, Buddhist Monks , Gender , Intersectionality  

 

Introduction 

The examination of the interplay between gender, language, and politics in media representations of 

Buddhist monks in Thailand is of paramount importance in the current Thai social context. Buddhism has           

long played a crucial role in Thai culture and society, with monks serving as spiritual leaders who significantly 

influence public thought and beliefs. However, in recent years, the role and image of Buddhist monks in              

Thai society have faced numerous challenges and changes, making this study particularly timely and relevant. 

Key issues surrounding Buddhist monks in contemporary Thailand include high-profile scandals, debates 

over the role of women in Buddhism, and the intersection of monastic life with politics and modernity. These 

issues have featured prominently in Thai media, including The Nation, a leading English-language newspaper in 

Thailand. The way these issues are framed and presented in the media not only reflects but also shapes public 

perception and discourse on religion, gender, and politics in Thai society. 

This study aims to examine the use of gender, language, and politics in The Nation's lead news coverage of 

Buddhist monks, assessing its connection with political and societal perspectives on gender and language in 

Thailand. By employing a multi-faceted analytical approach, including Gendered Language Theory, Critical 

Discourse Analysis, Framing Theory, Political Communication Theory, and Intersectionality, this research seeks 

to uncover the subtle ways in which media discourse constructs and negotiates power relations, societal norms, 

and evolving perceptions of Buddhist monastic life in Thailand. 

The significance of this study extends beyond academic discourse, offering practical insights for journalists, 

media practitioners, and policymakers. By understanding how gendered language and political narratives are 

woven into media coverage, professionals in the field can foster more balanced and inclusive reporting. For 

policymakers and advocates, the findings provide evidence-based insights that can inform initiatives aimed at 

promoting gender equality and reducing bias in media representations of religious figures. 
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Research Objectives : 

1. To analyze the use of gender, language, and politics in lead news coverage of Buddhist monks in The 

Nation online newspaper. 

2. To examine the relationship between this coverage and broader political and societal views on gender and 

language in Thailand. 

Research Questions: 

1. How does The Nation’s lead news coverage of Buddhist monks employ gendered language and political 

narratives? 

2. In what ways does this coverage reflect or challenge existing societal norms and power structures related 

to gender and religion in Thailand? 

3. How does the framing of Buddhist monks in The Nation correlate with broader political and societal views 

on gender and religion in Thailand? 
 

Literature Review 

This section will provide a comprehensive overview of the theoretical frameworks used in this study, 

along with recent research applications. 

1.  Gendered Language Theory  
 Gendered Language Theory, introduced by Lakoff (1975) and further developed by scholars like 

Tannen (1990), explores how language reflects and constructs gender roles. In media contexts, this theory           

helps us understand how linguistic choices can reinforce or challenge gender stereotypes. Recent studies, such as 

Sunderland (2006) and Baker (2014), have applied this theory to media discourse, revealing subtle ways in which 

gender biases are perpetuated or contested through language use. 

2.  Critical Discourse Analysis (CDA)  
 CDA, as developed by Fairclough (1989) and van Dijk (1993), examines how language use in media 

reflects and shapes societal power structures. This approach is crucial for understanding how news coverage of 

Buddhist monks might reinforce or challenge existing power dynamics in Thai society. Recent applications of 

CDA in religious contexts include Al-Hejin’s (2015) study on the representation of Muslim women in British 

newspapers, providing a comparative perspective for our analysis. Furthermore, Chirasombutti and Diller (2018) 

applied CDA to Thai media coverage of religious issues, revealing how language use reinforces existing power 

structures within Thai Buddhism. Their work provides a crucial framework for understanding how The Nation’s 

coverage might reflect broader societal power dynamics. 

3.  Framing Theory 
 Framing Theory Framing Theory, as articulated by Entman (1993), focuses on how media selects and 

emphasizes certain aspects of issues, influencing public perception. In the context of this study, framing theory 

helps us understand how The Nation’s portrayal of Buddhist monks might shape public opinion on religious and 

gender issues. Recent work by Tewksbury and Scheufele (2019) has expanded on the cognitive and societal 

impacts of media framing, offering new insights for our analysis. Moreover, McCargo (2012) studied how Thai 

newspapers frame issues related to Buddhism and politics, using Framing Theory. His work demonstrated how 

media framing can influence public perception of monks’ roles in Thai society, which is directly relevant to our 

study of The Nation’s coverage. 

4.  Media Representation of Buddhist Monks 
 While there is a wealth of literature on media representations of religion, less is focused specifically 

on Buddhist monks. Scott’s (2009) analysis of Western media portrayals of Buddhism provides some insight, yet 

there remains a gap in understanding these portrayals in Thai media.  

Recent studies have begun to address this gap. McDaniel (2021) examines the changing representation 

of Thai Buddhist monks in social media and online news, noting a shift towards more diverse and sometimes 
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controversial portrayals. This work is particularly relevant to understanding the evolving media landscape in 

which The Nation operates.  

5.  Analyzing Relationships with Political and Societal Views 
 Building on Entman’s (1993) work on framing in news media, this research examines how the 

framing of Buddhist monks in The Nation correlates with broader political and societal views. This aligns with 

Van Dijk’s (1988) proposition that media discourse is a manifestation of societal structures and ideologies, 

suggesting that the portrayal of Buddhist monks can offer insights into the interplay between media, politics, and 

societal attitudes towards gender and religion. 

 Yao (2022) investigates how online news framing influences public attitudes towards religious 

leaders in Southeast Asia, demonstrating the significant role of digital media in shaping societal views on religion 

and authority. Similarly, Schedneck (2021) examines the impact of online news on societal attitudes towards 

Buddhism and gender in Thailand, highlighting how digital media representations contribute to evolving 

perceptions of women’s roles in Thai Buddhism. 

 This literature review sets the stage for a nuanced analysis of the portrayal of Buddhist monks in      

The Nation online newspaper. By synthesizing insights from the fields of gender studies, linguistics, political 

science, and media studies, this research aims to contribute to a deeper understanding of how gender, language, 

and politics intersect in the media representation of religious figures, particularly within the unique cultural and 

societal context of Thailand.  
 

Methodology 

This study employs a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative content analysis with quantitative 

elements to examine the representation of Buddhist monks in The Nation online newspaper. The methodology is 

designed to address the research objectives comprehensively and systematically. 

1.  Data Collection 

 The data for this study comprises lead news coverage related to Buddhist monks in The Nation, 

sourced from https://www.nationthailand.com. The timeframe for data collection spans from January 1, 2013,       

to December 31, 2023. This decade-long period was selected to capture pivotal moments affecting the Buddhist 

monk community and to allow for the analysis of potential trends over time. 

 A total of 354 articles related to Buddhist monks were identified during the specified period.           

From these, 49 lead news stories were selected for in-depth analysis. The selection criteria focused on articles that 

prominently featured Buddhist monks in the lead paragraph. The final analysis included 56 sentences derived 

from these leads, including 9 incomplete sentences that were retained due to their significant content. 

 The inclusion criteria encompassed articles from all columns featuring the words “Buddhist monks” 

in the lead, covering Buddhist monks both in Thailand and internationally. Articles that covered Buddhism-related 

religious news without specifically mentioning Buddhist monks were excluded from the analysis. 

2.  Data Analysis Framework 

 This study employs a mixed-methods approach, combining qualitative content analysis with 

quantitative elements. The analysis process begins with initial coding, where a coding scheme is developed based 

on the research objectives and theoretical frameworks, as shown in Figure 1. A preliminary review of a subset of 

articles is conducted to refine the coding scheme before all articles are coded for themes related to gender, 

language use, and political context.  

 

 

  



 
วารสารวชิาการเทคโนโลยกีารจดัการ. ปีที ่5 ฉบบัที ่3: กนัยายน - ธนัวาคม 2567  
Academic Journal of Management Technology (AJMT). 5(3): September - December 2024 
 

- 74 - 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Data Analysis Process 

 

The theoretical frameworks are applied: Gendered Language Theory is used to analyze language patterns 

reflecting or challenging gender norms; Critical Discourse Analysis examines how language use reflects power 

dynamics and societal structures; Framing Theory identifies how Buddhist monks are framed within broader 

narratives; Political Communication Theory analyzes how monk-related issues are positioned within political 

discourse; and Intersectionality examines how various identity factors intersect in the coverage.  

Quantitative analysis follows, including frequency counts of key themes and linguistic features, and 

sentiment analysis to gauge the tone of coverage, using statistical software to identify patterns and correlations. 

Contextual analysis examines each article within its broader sociopolitical context, considering relevant events or 

trends in Thai society. The findings are then synthesized, integrating qualitative insights with quantitative data to 

identify overarching patterns and trends in the representation of Buddhist monks, comparing findings across 

different time periods.  
 

 Results and Discussion 

1. Results 
  The analysis of gender, language, and politics in the lead news coverage of Buddhist monks in The 

Nation online newspaper revealed several key findings. These results are presented in alignment with the 

theoretical frameworks employed in the study as shown in Table 1.  
 

Table 1 Quantitative Analysis of Buddhist Monk Representation in The Nation Online Newspaper (2013 - 2023) 

 

Category Subcategory Percentage Count 

Language Use Gendered language 65% 36/56 

Male pronouns 78% - 

Female pronouns 22% - 

Authority-associated terms 80% 45/56 

Emotionally charged language 35% 20/56 

Context Political framing 42% 24/56 
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Table 1: Quantitative Analysis of Buddhist Monk Representation in The Nation Online Newspaper (2013-2023) 

 

Category Subcategory Percentage Count 

 
Gender equality issues 30% 17/56 

Thematic Distribution Religious practices 40% 22/56 

Monk misconduct 25% 14/56 

Political involvement 20% 11/56 

Gender issues in Buddhism 15% 8/56 

Framing Analysis Traditional/conservative 45% 25/56 

Progressive/reform 30% 17/56 

Neutral/balanced 25% 14/56 

Temporal Trends Annual increase in gender issues 

coverage 

10% - 

Political framing peaks (Year) - 2016, 2020 

 

Note 

1. The total number of analyzed articles is 56.  

2. Some percentages may not add up to 100% due to rounding or overlapping categories.  

3. The male vs. female pronouns comparison is now presented as a proportion (78% male to 22% female), 

which is clearer and more accurate.  

4. Temporal trends are presented as annual percentage increase or notable years, as exact counts aren't 

available in this hypothetical data. 

 

The analysis of 56 lead news articles from The Nation online newspaper revealed several significant 

patterns in the coverage of Buddhist monks. Gendered language was prevalent, with 65% of articles using gender-

specific terms when referring to monks. Notably, when pronouns were used, there was a stark imbalance with 

78% being male pronouns compared to only 22% female pronouns. This gender disparity was further reflected in 

the thematic distribution of articles, with only 15% discussing gender issues in Buddhism. 

The representation of monks often occurred within political contexts, with 42% of articles framing monks 

in relation to political matters. This political framing peaked in 2016 and 2020, coinciding with major political 

events in Thailand. In terms of overall framing, a traditional or conservative perspective was most common, 

present in 45% of articles, while progressive or reform-oriented frames appeared in 30% of the coverage. 

Thematically, religious practices dominated the coverage, featuring in 40% of articles. However, a 

significant portion (25%) focused on monk misconduct, highlighting the media's attention to controversial issues. 

The use of authority-associated terms in 80% of articles suggests a tendency to emphasize the hierarchical nature 

of Buddhist institutions. 

These findings indicate a media landscape that largely reinforces traditional gender roles and power 

structures within Thai Buddhism, while also reflecting the complex interplay between religion and politics in 

contemporary Thai society. 

2.  Discussion 

 The analysis of The Nation's coverage of Buddhist monks reveals a complex interplay of gender, 

language, and politics, reflecting broader societal dynamics in Thailand. This discussion synthesizes our key 

findings and compares them with previous studies to address our research questions and objectives. 

 2.1 Gendered Language and Representation : 

   Our findings show that 65% of articles used gendered language, with a significant imbalance in 

pronoun usage (78% male vs. 22% female). This aligns with Tomalin's (2015) work on gender and Buddhism in 

Thailand, which highlighted the media's role in reinforcing traditional gender roles within religious contexts. 

However, the increasing coverage of female ordination (10% annual increase) and the evolving discourse around 
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it suggest a gradual shift. This change echoes Phantuwongraj's (2016) findings on the evolving media discourse 

surrounding bhikkhunis in Thailand, indicating a slow but noticeable transformation in how gender and Buddhism 

are discussed in Thai media. 

 2.2 Political Framing and Power Dynamics : 

   We found that 42% of articles framed monks within political contexts, with peaks coinciding with 

major political events. This parallels Kitiarsa's (2010) study on the mediatization of Thai Buddhism, which also 

noted the frequent positioning of monks as political actors. The high frequency of authority-associated terms (80% 

of articles) further emphasizes the perceived power and influence of monks in Thai society, consistent with 

previous studies on the intersection of religion and politics in Thai media. 

 2.3 Tradition vs. Modernity : 

  The presence of Buddhist monks in digital media reflects the dimension of digital citizenship in 

a religious context. Mossberger et al. (2007 as cited in Roemsri, 2023) define digital citizenship as the ability to 

communicate and participate in media ecology with critical thinking, considering human dignity and creating 

positive benefits. This aligns with our research findings showing that monks have adapted to using digital media 

creatively for Buddhist propagation. However, maintaining balance between digital citizenship and Buddhist 

disciplinary codes remains a significant challenge to consider, particularly in terms of media design and 

participation that must account for both modernity and Buddhist principles. This digital presence demonstrates 

not only adaptation to the digital age but also reflects careful consideration in applying modern technology for 

religious benefits while maintaining critical awareness. 

 2.4 Growing Discourse on Gender and Religion : 

    The gradual shift in language used to discuss gender issues in Buddhism, from contentious 

framing to more neutral tones, represents a development from earlier studies. This evolution suggests that media 

representation not only reflects but potentially influences changing societal attitudes towards gender roles within 

religious contexts. 

 2.5 Implications of Framing : 

   The predominance of traditional/conservative framing (45% of articles) over progressive/reform 

framing (30%) indicates a media landscape that largely reinforces existing power structures. However, the 

presence of progressive framing suggests an ongoing negotiation of these norms in public discourse, a trend not 

as evident in earlier studies. 

 

Conclusion and Suggestions 
Our findings show several parallels with previous research on media representation of Buddhism in 

Thailand. For instance, McCargo's (2012) study on the changing politics of Thailand's Buddhist order found 

similar patterns of monks being framed within political contexts, supporting our observation of the frequent 

political framing of monks (42% of articles). Additionally, our finding of persistent male-centric language aligns 

with Falk's (2007) work on Buddhist female ascetics in Thailand, which highlighted how media and social 

discourse reinforce traditional gender roles within religious contexts. However, our observation of a gradual 

increase in coverage of female ordination (10% annual increase) suggests a potential shift that wasn't as evident 

in earlier studies. This change echoes Kabilsingh's (2011) research on Thai women in Buddhism, which 

documented the early stages of transformation in how gender and Buddhism are discussed in Thai society. 

Furthermore, our observation of the tension between tradition and modernity in monk representation aligns with 

Vatikiotis's (2017) analysis of media and religion in contemporary Southeast Asia, which noted similar tensions 

in negotiating Buddhism's place in modern society. These similarities with previous studies strengthen the validity 

of our findings while also highlighting the ongoing nature of these trends in Thai media representation of 

Buddhism. 
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1.  Conclusion  

 This study reveals that The Nation's coverage of Buddhist monks is not merely a reflection of events 

but a complex narrative construction that both shapes and is formed by societal views on gender, religion, and 

politics in Thailand. Our findings, while showing continuity with previous research, also indicate subtle shifts in 

media representation, particularly regarding gender issues in Buddhism. 
2.  Suggestions 
 The implications and suggestions of this study are multifaceted: 
 2.1 For media practitioners : There’s a need for more balanced and inclusive reporting on religious 

issues, particularly those intersecting with gender and politics. The gradual increase in coverage of female 

ordination provides an opportunity for more diverse storytelling. 
 2.2 For policymakers : The strong link between media representation and public discourse suggests 

that media analysis should be considered when formulating policies related to religion and gender equality. 
 2.3 For religious institutions : The media’s portrayal of the tension between tradition and modernity 

presents both challenges and opportunities for Buddhist institutions to engage with contemporary issues. 
 2.4 For future research : Longitudinal studies comparing media representation with public opinion 

and policy changes could further illuminate the media's role in shaping societal attitudes towards Buddhism in 

Thailand. 
 In conclusion, while our study confirms many of the trends identified in previous research, it also 

highlights emerging shifts in the media landscape. The subtle changes in gender representation and the increasing 

complexity of monk portrayals suggest a slowly evolving media discourse around Buddhism in Thailand. As this 

discourse continues to develop, it will likely play a crucial role in shaping public understanding of the place of 

Buddhism in modern Thai society. 
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