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Abstract

Thanalai Road has a very important role in terms of business since World War
II. The Ministry of Economic Affairs (or the Ministry of Commerce at the present) has
established the Chiag-rai Commerce Company Limited, situated on Thanalai Road, for
the purpose of helping people during the beginning of the World War II, had a very
important role during the war, as there was a limited supply of goods. The company
procured all necessary supplies and distributed at a very reasonable price, by distributing
to all districts in Chiangrai. Agents from each district has to come to Thanalai Road to
receive products from the company for sales. When the war was terminated, business on
Thanalai Raod continued to increase, that makes Thanalai Road to become an important
business area in Chiangrai.

For the first twenty years (1946-1967), Chiangrai Commerce Company Limited
situated on Tanalai Road, it had an important role during World War II. And then, when
the war terminated, business in that area was increasingly used. Which in turn, made
Tanalai Road to be a very important area for doing business at that time. The factors that
affects changes in trade, investment, and business on Thanalai Road, was the fire in the
year 2954, the movie theater, and the first visit by King Bhumibhol and Queen Sririkit.

The next twenty years saw (1968-1987), the number of businesses on Thanalai
Road increase, because of the important role of that area attracted investors to makes
more investments in the area. Thanalai Road then became to be the very significant to
Chiangrai's economy. Local business people, and from the elsewhere; and from the
center of the country came to the area and opened businesses in Chiangrai; especially,
financial related businesses for example: bank and funding companies. These factors
make Thanalai Road the most important economic area in Chiangrai, as a center of
government sector, trading sector, and financial sector. Factors that affect the change of
trade, investment, and business on Thanalai Road during this period, is the new bus station
in 1971, which developed the area surrounding the station to become a new competitive
business area.

In the latter twenty years (1988-2007), businesses at this time were encompassed

from the early period, World War II and new businesses. Most of the businesses in the
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area are in buildings. For the early of this third period, Thailand’s economy was expanding
and has had a positive effect nationwide, including Chiangrai province, which has caused
the investment. However, most of the investment was not on Thanalai road, but also
spread to the other locations. Factors that affect the change of trade, investment, and
business on Thanalai Road in this period are the improvement of the economy of Thailand
during the years 1988-1991, traffic problems, Doi Tung Development Project, and Bic C

Supercenter.

Keywords : Change in business and investment, Thanalai Road
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