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Songchai Thongpan

Abstract

With intention to offer the most convenient transportation to Thai people in both urban and
rural areas, road management; construction and maintenance is an important responsibility of the
Ministry of Transport, Recently, based upon the concept of decentralization, transferring road
management to the local administration is under consideration, allows local authorities to formulate
their own management plans and provides more opportunities for local people to participate in the
planning process. The capability of the local administration in handling this task is therefore evaluated
in this study. The result shows that Thai Local Government Administrations especially at district
level have limited capability for road management in term of budgets, staffs and managing experiences
or techniques. Although the capability in road management seems higher at provincial administration,
standard maintenance has not yet scheduled. A decision of maintenance is based on the needs
or requests from local villagers. Moreover, most of the local administrations have never registered
the roads follow the Highway Act (2006) that difficult to manage the maintenance. Hence, increasing
local capability in road management for supporting the decentralization to local government
administration is possible if higher budget, more training on an essential of road management,
registration, related knowhow and standard of road maintenance are initially supported by the

Central Administration.

Key words : Road Management, Decentralization, Local Government Administration
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