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RESEARCH ARTICLE

The Characteristics of Southern Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) and
the Preparedness for Flood Mitigation

Somkao Runglertkrengkrai
Saovanee Chuliratchneekron,Yupawadee Somboonkul
Sommart Chulikapongse and Sitthichai Subphon

Abstract

The research aims to discover the following:1) the evaluation of flood mitigation
conditions, and 2) the assessment of the characteristics of SMEs and its relationship to the
preparedness for flood mitigation. The research methodology employed a quota sampling
based on 200 entrepreneurs collected from Nakornsithammarat, Yala, Songkhla, Satun and
Surathani provinces. Statistical analyses included descriptive classification of fact on the
basis of relative number or occurrence, for example, frequency, percentage, mean,
standard deviation, inferential statistical analysisof relation differential variances (one — way
ANOVA) and independent significant level at 0.05.

The research findings included 1) The SMEs have assessed the state of
preparedness for flood mitigation or disaster response in various dimensions, such as, the
assessment of flood risks was in medium range (mean 3.34), prevention plan and flood
risks was in medium range (mean 3.33), and flood insurance was in medium range (mean
2.89), and 2) SMEs and its relationship to the preparedness for flood mitigation was very
significant.

The recommendations, SMEs should include flood management and its mitigation
measures as an integral part of their business operations, collaborative management as an
alternative to key effective flood disaster response and knowledge improvement are

essential.

Keyword: Small and Medium Enterprises, the Preparedness for Flood MitigationThis article is

partial of research project
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