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Abstract

This article is part of the thesis on “Farmers’ Adaptation to Climate Change: From
Discourse to Response of Farmers in the Tha Chin River Basin”. This article has the objectives 1)
to study the impact and adaptation to climate change of farmers in the Tha Chin River Basin,
Nakhon Pathom Province and 2) to study the discourse that causes farmers to adapt. This is a
qualitative research.

The results revealed that 1) Climate change has negative impacts on farmers in the Tha Chin
River Basin, which can be divided into 3 aspects, (1) Physical aspect: frequent flooding, seawater
intrusion into the area, (2) Environmental aspect: soil infertility, and (3) Economic aspect. The resulting
impacts lead to farmers’ adaptation in 2 aspects, (1) occupational adaptation by changing production
methods, (2) adaptation to specific situations, which depends on the readiness of knowledge and
capital of each person. and 2) The mainstream discourses that are talked about in the study area by
the government and academic circles that cause farmers to adapt, (1) The discourse to solve global
warming problems by reducing greenhouse gas emissions from the source of production in the
agricultural sector, (2) The discourse of self-reliance first, farmers must find a way to survive by
themselves first, (3) The discourse of sacrifice for the common good. The government has made the
people of Nakhon Pathom sacrifice their homes to be flood retention areas to prevent flooding in
Bangkok, (4) The discourse of production for trade and export uses a lot of chemical fertilizers and
pesticides, which contradicts the policy of reducing greenhouse gas emissions, (5) Smart Farming
Discourse is a new hope for farmers, causing farmers to have to invest more money, but it wasn't

possible for everyone.
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