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Abstract
This research aimed to 1) study the characteristics of English vowels spoken by Thai
people, 2) compare the phonetics characteristics of English vowels spoken by Thai people,

and 3) analyze the interference of the Thai accent in English vowels. This study employed a
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quantitative research methodology according to the concept of contrastive and acoustic
analysis as a research framework. The 20 informants divided by educational level and gender
were Native speakers who speak Thai as their mother tongue and speak or study English as
their second language. Purposive sampling was used, and the research instrument was 20
vocabulary words. The data were analyzed with the PRAAT program.

The results of this study were found that:

1. Some characteristics of Thai vowels occurred in monophthongs and diphthongs of
English pronunciation.

2. Acoustic characteristics comparison by analyzing the 1st and 2nd formant frequencies
of English vowels spoken by Thais with Standard Southern British English found that most of
the vowel sounds were pronounced in the same direction except for some English vowel
sounds that were replaced by the interference of vowel sounds in Thai.

3. There were four interferences of the Thai accent in English vowel pronunciations: 1)
highlighting tense vowels, 2) lack of reduced vowels, 3) monophthongization, and 4) selecting
vowels that are similar to their mother tongue to replace them.

The knowledge from this research can be applied and developed in education,
especially in teaching and learning about English pronunciation for Thai people. Moreover, it
can be the basic knowledge for solving the problems of English vowel pronunciation caused
by the interference of their mother tongue are better and more effectively pronounced as a
native speaker

Keywords: Interference, Vowel, Thai Accent, English Pronunciation, English
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q' ~ = = o o a v & !
i 4 pwdSeuiisudssassUssanlunwdngudniedve lnefuanaiwine 4 nqu

#5z far/Tunyendonaudandusivg ®5 Jex/ Tunwdsnauandasivg

o

— 1S _—"

™ Nar2 g g -
| i e & -
ma e sz -

sz fan/ TunisaSennesdoelng

2. mawFeuiiisudnumzmenadnanansvasaszntvndenguityalneaulne feranud
wediiundevesiuenniuiia 4 ngu fusuwes Deterding (1997) fifnwArauinosiiuadsves
AW189NQuUIATEIU Standard Southern British English (SSBE) lannzd@iuvesaseifen 11 wiae
\#ee AD /i1, e, 2, 0, [, a:, u, U A, 3 WUIWERS /i 1, e, @ / AN Fl Uq%mmqqﬁmaqgu ﬂfjlﬂ?ll 1
ET-BM waw 2 ET-BF il F1 Besdrduantfesluannudieatuiiu SSBE luvasdingail 3 ET-MM way
4 ET-MF flfn F1 veudesase /e/ = 603.42 uaz 331.79 gandnen F1 ves /1/ A 526.23 uaz 504.08
PIUANTU WaLATE /A, o, 0, 3/ LaWZNENT 1 ET-BM sanides /a/ eglusiumisgenin /a/ Geaenndes
fun it 2 luvasfisundados/a wae /o 9o SSBE fisvdumuguesiulndifsiu Ao tnemny
644 U 646 LATINANYN 914 AU 910 AUAGU Lwiﬂzjmﬁ 2 ET-BF ﬂfjuﬁfs ET-MM LLazﬂEjuﬁ 4 ET-
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MF Sinseenides /a Tusumisdinindn /o fafinguil 3 @1 F1 = 848.31 fu 737.87 wagngudl 4 uas
2 A1 F1 = 1060.02 iU 957.52 tag 1252.30 fiu 778.4 AUa1GU (1157991 1)

A15N7 1 MadSeuiisuAmanudnesidiuafen 1 wag 2 ¥03a5EiReIveIuan1wIiy
N1Y19INGWUINTFIU Standard Southern British English (81484 Deterding, 1997)

SSBE oo ood SSBE oa oo
4 ngudn 1 ngudn 3 ngun 4 ngun 2
\Hesdszifen ' ' ' '
Tun1u Deterding (1997) Deterding (1997)
ET-BM ET-MM ET-MF ET-BF
Male Female
danqe
Fi/Hz | F2/Hz | FiHz | FosMz Fi/Hz F2/Hz FIHz | FoHz | Fi/Hz F2/Hz F1/Hz F2/Hz
280 2249 269.55 2473.60 346.96 2812.35 303 2654 182.69 1388.86 499.99 3120.25
367 1757 383.43 2157.84 526.23 2369.38 384 2174 504.08 1463.36 284.63 2692.53
494 1650 520.37 1763.79 603.42 1933.01 719 2063 331.79 1268.45 426.45 2646.95
690 1550 725.59 1721.03 692.83 1678.74 1018 1799 1077.63 1408.45 894.78 1598.80
644 1259 504.00 1284.48 848.32 1180.50 914 1459 1060.02 1281.08 1252.30 1950.09
646 1155 650.59 1115.35 737.87 1091.23 910 1316 957.52 1155.70 778.4 1255.96
558 1047 627.48 1187.44 740.64 1687.74 751 1215 918.36 1199.47 904.27 1277.75
478 1436 452.45 1402.24 685.72 1253.13 606 1695 1015.27 1309.36 563.41 132293
415 828 475.49 855.42 849.82 1209.08 389 888 824.22 1052.15 715.78 1193.47
379 1173 377.36 1168.68 494.22 189527 410 1340 384.82 1087.07 490.88 1321.40
316 1191 304.51 1041.25 357.86 1171.13 328 1437 399.93 1159.39 428.48 1182.60

3. MsfnwIn1zunsndauvasdntadnaluniseanidesdszniwdengy WuitaLnves
Amzunsndeuvesddesivneluniseosnidesasznwisingy uiseendu 4 Uszihu fe

3.1 nseenidudlaelddnwazinsadssduniunlng (Highlighting tense vowels) Lina1n
Snvarvendvinwilvedudsassinduasuiaduassidesdu-o1n Sauandeaindnvazides
amdinguiniadudssasmniadosnzen uasassanodoszdu widefuenmuiednuaznis
sondesiimainiadedlunwilneald Sawui fimseendesass /v ganindesass /i woilungud
4 ET-MF uaznmsoanidosass /u/ ganin /u/ wulunguil 3 ET-MM

3.2 nsvansanarduidssase (Lack of reduced vowels) wuannniseenidesasy /ol 3
fenvadsesrlunminedudonnd widmsunusinguudidesass fof Tududediietuly
fumane19d il (Unstress syllable) ilvidesfiosnasdudosnaneniown Sutuvimendes
finumsazdeseglusiumisiidmielndifesiuiudesass fsf winnmsAnuinuingduenniw yongy
oonideasy /o/ Tusuisiiganindesass /57 Juandiiiiuinguenaiwenineldlidnvazves
Fusase fof lunwineunldfadudnvarveadesfilunudinguasdesannnuiudesass us
dmdunwilvelifinisandnuaidessiainan



Journal of MCU Buddhapanya Review Vol. 7 No. 2 (April-June 2022) @

3.3 n1seeniivsaseifviunudesassuszan vldivieofissudsenidesassiieruny
(Monophthongization) #snizunsndeudiiniuiaviintuiuniseendeaszdsyauviniy Tne
wufiniseanides /a/ wu far/ wulungudl 1 ET-BM uagnaudl 3 ET-MM n1seanides /a/ wi fed
way /av/ wu Tungudl 3 ET-MM n1seenides fe/ unu fer/ uaz fesl Wagn13eanides /o/ uni /oy 7
wlungudl 4 ET-MF

3.4 navdeneanidusasyiifinnuadneadslunisusiinunuil (The perceived similar vowel
sounds in First Language in place of the Second language) 3§ﬂ’15§@umiﬁ§§uaﬂmm%Lﬁaﬂi‘{f
Fosasyiinusuiannszuaunsmslidudesniviul uazaveenidesdilndviendondsiianueaniv
wlunuilunnilaes Faanmsdnuinuiiiniseenidesass /a/ unuides /a wulungudl 2 £T-
BF nauil 3 ET-MM wagnguil 4 ET-MF nseenidesass /ral unuidesasy /rof

aAUTIINANITINY

nsAnwisesnzunIndeuvesdiiisalnglunisniseenidesasen1wdeng wiiu wuinguen
ATMNY 4 ngy enidesasinedlunndangulaynides eniiunguil 4 ET-MF eenidesasy /17 geni
/i/ uaguenumnnguesnidesasy /ol gandn /31 uazniseenidesadusitumiaiusening A/ uae
/u/ YRINgUN 3 ET-MM wananiluarawidelifanuiiniseenidesassuseau /ad fed faul fesl Uag
/01 nqul 1 ET-BM wagngudl 3 ET-MM sandesassissadludnuasifediuiuniseendesaseined
= ' = Y . = = v & Y]
Aolifl nsirdoudu (clide) lnwoonidas /a/ unuidss /ar wag fer/ Wuiu;guaﬂmwuwmﬁzmmimu
USuey e 3tazdiseoudne) uwazn190enidss /e/ unuldes /el uaz /es/ wuiu@uaﬂmmt,wwcﬁﬁzﬁu
lseufiny dadunnzunsndeuvesdniaslnglunisesndsnivdingy awnseazunisunsndeou
PN v & I3 o oA v °o a ) A a
vl 4 Useihuvan fie 1) nmzunsndouvesdniesinelunisesndesassnwdinguiliingin
anvaz @esassinimnidsseadesasznviiveg Jasiadunisesnidesassntvsinguiiudes
a35zl3iin3a (Highlighting tense vowels) wun1seanidesass /17 wuindlsundsniseendesgenda /i/
= = 1 = | ¥/ r-:ll a
LABNETY fof DRNLABNEINIT /3 Wag /u/ 8BNLEEIEINTT /u/ 2) ANIEHNINGBUNLNAIINAITVIANEUD
nsanpuludesaszlunersaflidy Geavnulunersanlduiulunwidinguiudedesass fof
(schwa) Fadiaieuiudesassiealuntwnlne danuusnarsiuideassieslunwninetiuduidesass
a Ao I3 = & I3 A v o s o 8§ vy = v
Wwendanwaziludssniudosnnawingdunnidudssnne1sd Miliguenniwdalals
snwarveadssassiealun v ldunuinidesase fof (schwallumwdangy dwalviguanniwinn
nauenndassinameldssfiitiunazings Jeiliamudviesidunansliiuiiuniiveanmsiiades
&3¢ fol 0¢8N /3:/AaransAnuInulingaiunan1s@nw1es Suntomsawet (2019) Minafsanyay
YouFsNwANANAUTRIN M INeAuN1¥I8Ingy Ao Lack of reduced vowels Iag Suntornsawat
(2019) naandesasslunwsingulusuniane A liiduaziinnsanmdsadudsaschwa (Weak
form) wiidmsugnanwlneazliandevseansy ynidesaseiesniuasiiuiminlunisesnides
wiriuynides 3) azunsndeuiliinannsaamsrdouaulunisesndesasslsyaunazoanduase
\AgIUNU (MonophthongizationiguninuluniseenidusassUseas /at let/ /aul fesl way /o1 VB
UBNAIWINGUN 1 ET-BM ngu#l 2 ET-BF wazngu# 3 ET-MM llesainanuaziauvaudesasely
M lnedudesassnosndedaglafinsnioudu Useneutunwinedidesasyuseauiios 3 dea
Ao /ia, wa (ia), ua/ MtuilewSeusunudesiilutyw@e /ad fed favl fesl way /oy Hududesilal
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ywluaszuszanlunwilneyiliuennwdnlngFdddnvasveadesaszifon jal el uaz 1/ unu
Fawan1sAnwiludesiaonadosiunansfinuves Suntorsawet (2019) 3esmsiasuuandesli
uassiferiasslunndnguiuaseseu (glides) Faunnssanasslunwinedaduasylaidou
(No glides) Fsvilvidloguanmuiaulnesenideasslunudnguiiuuiliufiezaynsideudosvie
wdouAulUmaszUsvaunazeandoniuassiienuny wae 4) nsdensenifivsassiinnundonds
Tuniwiudurunud (The perceived similar vowel sounds in First Language in place of the
Second language) 3nAsoandes /a/ Tumwlneunuides /A wagnseenidesase /al Tunrwlneg
uwnudesasy /rel desunanldinluniseendesasznndinguitnalaseulngaziimandnued du
dvnaanatwitufeniuilng wldviounuilunwdings Wuiferfuiunanuideves
Tanthanis (2012) fina1ain “Yefianarsluniseenidsafnnnidsavaiulifilussuudssnwing
faiudddssnwivededudvinannnsunsnussesmuwiaiuandunssuiumsiliniseenides
ety denndesfunansAneves Algazweeni (1990)nuintlgymiluniseenidesasenmdnguiia
AINBNFNATINITUNINUBININATU LBNIINENguT n5TiATeRTeufisuanuandig
(contrastive analysis) nannl53lunsioununiiaesiu §1nwniiEeuiinnuunndieeinateius
Aseuazdszaulguilunisiewdusgiaunnuasaziinnuaeduluszuuidsswesniviwdluldly
awdnnne (target language) %aluﬁﬁﬁﬁammé’mqw (Lado, 1958; James, 1980 & 1998) way
mwuiianldunduszuudesnindanguifontuinetiuies

A3U09ARNS

azunsndeuvesdiiesinelunisesnidssaszarudsnguiiuaivanisveslamiidifny
Tumsdeans fafuniseanidesiigniesmunginasivieadioadsiun seondesveadtveaniunis
Judednduds msdnwidedidunis@nuinzunsndeuvesdniesingluniseenidesass
mMudange Tnsldnsiioufisunadneansifienanslfifuniniymasinisesnidosase
Awdanquiiinduads duiflesannauitenouniasdunsiinseidgmiainnisilauaznis
Wisuisuidssuinaiienidssiunandutygmanmswmsnuesesniviu fusndsainnside
dMl#Bnsnadmeans Aunandifuisiumisasdnvuznisesndesassniunsinguiinalaseu
IneiadsassfonavassUsvay fenseunquinumznmunsndeuis 4 Ussion Ae 1) mseenides
Tnelddnwauzinfadedunmilng 2) msanisannrududesasy 3) mseenidssasyifeunuides
aszUsyan uay 4) maldeneenidssasziifimundioadslunwiwdiunud laedlegaouuazguen
v msutlymvesdesaszawdnguiioenidedagaulng Aazannsamummandlesniuu
nansaeuiiewdtamnsesnidestananliauisoeendesddiviiouviondsadudtvesniu &
A 5
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@Lumﬁnmaumaadnuualm vluntseanidus

aanuwuuniaaiie Awasazvidinna
wazinnastAu fdAneeand

dAnwtioya
- . -l
doyadoansy [GRTGIeR TN [oE £1]

-
NOBI waw = 5 i
nrudannuitye W) waadvassy

Toeguanniwn dinaTuswnsu
wyalve PRAAT

s¥uhd a0
[UVBVILNB VD9
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TuN1900NLE BB 5L NIPIDINE) B

e <L- s

nsaan.®es NIFTUINANITR O NnrTaenL@es nigaantd@es

o 3 -
Torellda N oue mananiluid e ATTLA AN ATTLOBAUNU

wnFard@ealu Ty idpangzlazaa \leanss

S b <F E2

[ Uazgneldfuazdrurwaruimaaditunas@nerlunisi@ounas J

azaa

nelne

- - - . .
soulnaanunITaantilssnIwdan e miuyialve

wuantanIsnilodoymn / wuantanasaou /
BONLUUNANEGNINITEDU / wuudlnnisaant@dea

(RIGILITE

Tovauauuzlunisienideluldusylovd

1. amnsntesdanudildannnsideilulssgndlfuasianiaumisdunisineluns
Founsasuieriunseenidesniudingudnsurilne

2. aunsaiwansAnyanauideiduaiournuiugudmiviluvssgndldlunis
witlymnseenidesaszninsnguiioendeditasuinananzunsndeuvesnviuivesaulne
Fnsaou viooonuuundngasiiteiinnsoonidsnusangulviiugiFeu Wwethlulflumsiannns
pandsanedingulaegneliszdnsnim wielndiAsaudnvesniw

forausuurlummiidoadsoly

1. msinsfnnnnzunindeureamatiudssumuaznensdnmsnguiinalaenulne

2. mstimsfnwinadsnsaeuiiuszandldiiiewmuinisesnidenmsinguainanisunsn
douvasdssdntedngluniwdingy

AnAnssuUIENIA

AzITveveUNsEAnUTINSuarIINedomalulad s waseasmulnduns filinsaduayy
Tunsvide Teunanuidedifuduniaduduninedlasnsidedes “amsunsndeureades
wazdufesingluniseandesniwsingy” lasuRunuatvayun1sideainaudssanuselaann
wIngsemalulagsvuseasnulnduns



13a15 195 WnsteyeyrUsnssed U9 7 atdud 2 (uweu - Iquieu 2565)

References

Algazweeni, Ali. (1990). Pronunciation difficulties as experienced by Kuwaiti students learning
English as a Foreign Language. Ph.D. Dissertations, The Florida State University.

Babkina, V. (2018). Phonological Interference of Mother Tongue over the English Language
Consonant Sounds Pronunciation: A Case of Peruvian Learners of English. Universidad de
Piura. Facultad de Ciencias de la Educacion. Piura, Peru.

Binturki, T.A. (2008). Analysis of Pronunciation Errors of Saudi ESL Learners. Master of Arts Degree.
Southern IWinois University Carondale.

Charttrakul, K. (2008). A Study of Native English Usage of Small and Medium Enterprises. Journal
of Multidisciplinary in Social Sciences, 4(2):1-18.

Cenoz, J. (2001). The effect of language distance, L2 status, and age on cross-linguistic influence in
third language acquisiton. In J. Cenoz, B. Hufeison, & U. Jessner (Eds.), Cross-Linguistic
Influence in Third Language Acquisition (pp. 8-20).

Dolati, I., and Mikaili, P. (2011). Opinion related to the main reasons on Iranian students difficulties
in spoken English proficiency. Australian Journal of Basic and Applied Science. Retrieved
from http://www.ajbasweb.com

Flege, J. E. (1995). Second language speech learning theory, findings, and problems, In W. Strange
(Ed.), Speech Perception and Linguistic Experience: Issue in Cross-Language Research
(pp.233-277). Timonium, MD: York Press.

Hewings, M. (2004). Pronunciation Practice Activities. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Hunter, G & Yarkiner, Z. (2014). Formant Frequencies of British English Vowels Produced by Native
Cypriot Turkish. Proceedings of the Institute of Acoustics, 36 Pt.3 2014

James, C. (1980). Contrastive Analysis. London: Longman.

James, C. (1998). Errors in Language Learning and Use-Exploring Error Analysis. New York: Addison
Wesley Longman Inc.

Jitwiriyanont, S. (2019). Formant frequency normalization for studying vowel variation in Thai.
Journal of Language and Culture, 38 (2): 46-65.

Jotikasthira, P. (1994). English language Phonology. Bangkok: Chulalongkorn University Press.

Lambert, W., Hodgson, R., Gardner, R., & Fillenbaum, S. (1960). Evaluational reactions to spoken
languages, Journal of Abnormal Social Psychology, 60, 44-51.

Manivannan, G. (2000). Importance of the English Language. Retrieved from
http://www.usingenglish.com/teachers/articles/importance-englishlanguage.html.

Mejang, A. et.al, (2011). Research to Evaluate the Performance of English Language Teaching and
Learning Development Centers in Thailand. Journal of Education of Naresuan University,
13(2): 55-72.

Naksakul, K. (2001). Thai Phonology. Bangkok: Chulalongkorn University.



Journal of MCU Buddhapanya Review Vol. 7 No. 2 (April-June 2022) @

Nakin, P. & Inpin, B. (2017). English Consonant Pronunciation Problems of EFL Students: A Survey
of EFL Students at Mae Fah Luang University. Proceedings of the Burapha University
International Conference 2017, 3-4 August 2017, Chonburi, Thailand, 185 - 197.

Noobutra, C. (2019). Interaction of Markedness and Transfer of // in L1 Thai Learners Acquiring L1
Thai and L2 English. Thesis of Doctor of Philosophy (Integrated). United Kingdom:
Newcastle University.

Piske, T., Mackay, I.RA., & Flege, J. E. (2001). Factors affecting degree of foreign accent in an L2: A
review. Journal of Phonetics, 29, 191-215.

Plailek, T. (2011). Factors Effecting English Speaking Ability of Second Year English Major Students
in the Faculty of Education, Rajabhat Universities in Bangkok Metropolitan Area. Research
and Development Journal, 3(2011): 52-58.

Prahartiwi, W. (2017). The Interference of Thai Students’ First Language on Their Production of
English consonants. Thesis of Bachelor Degree in English Language Education. Indonesia:
University of Muhammadiyah Malang.

Roach, P. (1983, 1991) English phonetics and phonology: A practical course. Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press.

Sa-e-dee, S. (2020). English Pronunciation Problems of Thai Students in Semarang. Thesis of
Bachelor of Education. Indonesia: Walisongo State Islamic University.

Soontornwipat, S. & Boonchuay, S. (2016). The Pronunciation of Two English Final Consonant
Clusters by Huachiew Chalermprakiet University students. Liberal Arts Review, 11(22): 1-7.

Suntornsawet, J. (2019). Problematic Phonological Features of Foreign Accented English
Pronunciation as Threats to International Intelligibility: Thai EIL Pronunciation Core. Journal
of English as an International Language, 14(2): 72-93.

Tanthanis, T. (2012). A Study of English Pronunciation Problems and English Pronunciation Leaning
Strategies of Third Year Interdisciplinary Studies Students of Thammasat University.
Language and Linguistics. 31(1): 81-102.

Tumtavitikul, A. (1997). Phonetics in the Study of Poetry Literature. Seminar Documents on the
Approach to Literary Criticism, 21-50. Bangkok: Kasetsart University.

Wannapok, S. (2004). A Studly English for Business and Technology Students’ Attitudes towards the
English for Business and Technology Program at the University of the Thai Chamber of

Commerce. Independent Study, Bangkok: University of the Thai Chamber of Commerce.



