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Abstract

The three objectives of this qualitative research were 1) to investigate
the historical background of conducting the Ritual of Tao a Yong Kyat; 2) to
investigate the Principle in the Belief in the Ritual of Tao a Yong Kyat and ¢3) to
analyze the Principle in the Belief in the Ritual of Tao a Yong Kyat in Amphoe
Bang Len: Nakhon Pathom Province. The data in the Tipitaka, the Atthakatha,
the Tika, books and related researches had been explored while in-depth
interviews were also conducted with 10 monk scholars and layman scholars.
Data were then synthesized and summarized for descriptive presentation.

The finding revealed that ministering the Ritual of Tao a Yong Kyat was a
cultural unique inherited from the ancestors until today among the Mons in
Amphoe Bang Len: Nakhon Pathom Province connected with the traditional
Ghost Dance, the Songkran Festival and House-building. As of the belief on
Buddha image construction, it relied on the Buddhist religious history connected
to the Jataka such as Candasena —jataka.

The principle in the Belief in the Ritual of Tao a Yong Kyat ancient
devoutly believed in Buddhism, It thus adopted the Buddhist history as the
model in ministering the rites to worship the beneficiary of the Buddha and
dedicating virtuous consequences to the dead expecting that the merits would
confer happiness to their dead relative in the blissful state. It was also the sign
to reveal the gratefulness to the ancestors. Such rites brought unity among the

group and they are the skillful means to learn the history of the Buddha.
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In analyzing the Bullish principles in the Belief in the Ritual of Tao a
Yong Kyat in Bang Len District, Nakhon Pathom Province, it was found that the
rites had intervened with doctrines on merits brought happiness while demerits
brought miseries in this world and in the afterlife. In addition, it enhanced
group harmony and the catalyzed the ritual participants opportunities to

perform Puffakiriyavatthu, and had confidence in the supreme Buddhism.

Keywords: Belief; Tao a Yong Kyat; Mon Community
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