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Abstract

This articles on the study of the relationship between Phuket city’s
development and local politics aims to understand the relationship in the
power of local politicians and urban areas at the city level by using the concept
of political economy. Research questions are 1) how the capitalist development
of Phuket connects or affects local politics and 2) what kind of capitalism is the
driving force for Phuket’s development. This study relies on qualitative research
methods through the study of urban areas of Phuket Municipality. The study
results that capitalism in the city of Phuket leads to benefits for local
businesses in large scale and allows local politicians to take over the power in
this city and be benefited from the growth of Phuket City through various
development projects. These result in urban enlargement and development.
Obviously, the group of the young politician is the one and only political group
who won the election in this city for over 20 years. Their members are all local
capitalists who perform economic accumulation in areas since the period of
mining capitalism in Phuket city in 1997. Presently, Phuket municipality is driven

by culture capitalism.
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