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Examination preparedness for the Medical
Competency Assessment Test for National License
step I: Pilot study

Weeratian Tawanwongsri* and Tarin Phenwan
School of Medicine, Walailak University, Nakhon Si Thammarat 80161, Thailand

*E-mail; weeratian.ta@wu.ac.th

ABSTRACT

A pretest for the medical competency assessment test for national
license step | was divided into 3 parts. The scores, categorized by learning
subjects, were notified individually at the end of each part.

The purposes of this study were (1) to investigate the effectiveness of a
self-directed learning model in order to gain higher scores; (2) to explore
factors affecting their scores.

The study was a mixed methods research. In quantitative part, all third-year

medical students were included into the study. Mean, standard deviation,
percentage and non-parametric test were used for data analysis. For the
qualitative part, 10 students with high GPAX were selected with purposive
sampling method. Focus group interviews and semi-structured interviews
were performed. We used investigator and methodological triangulation
methods with content analysis to analyse final codes.

The findings were as follow: (1) there was a 19.3% (95%Cl 13.6-25.1)
increased in the 2™ test mean percentage scores compared with the 1% test
mean percentage scores. And there was a 26.2% (95%Cl 18.9-33.5) increased
in the 3" test mean percentage scores compared with the 1st test mean
percentage scores. The study suggested that scores notification helped
students recognize their weak points in a self-directed learning process. The
pretest project let them feel as staying in a virtual examination room and
stimulate them for better preparedness. In addition, a regular-type learning

style was most mentioned in students with high GPAX.
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Keywords: The medical competency assessment test for national license
step |, Self-directed learning, factors associated with scores, preparedness,

mixed methods, medical education
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1.1 LﬁaﬁizLﬁuﬂﬁzaw%mwmiﬁauiﬁ'astuLaq (self-directed learning)
FOATLUUABUTDITDEBULATINISIASUNAIUNS DULNANYILNNG AR5 UNNS
Uselliuwariuseennuinuainnsalunsusenauivnniiagnssy Wnngan,
Supoud 1

12 syyledeiiiiadenanzuuuaeuvasdeasulassnisuszdiunumien
UnfAnwwnmg dusunisuseiliukariusesanuianuainsalunisuseneu
T TNATNTTU WMEANT Funeud 1
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TNANWILNNETUTN 3 1N IV ILNNYAIENST UNIINY1DIdeINW
FIMTAUATAITIIUTIY Taseulunasaun 3 Un1snw 2559 911U 48 AU
3.35u555uN 98 lunywd

a

Tmamﬁ’éﬁ’aﬁlﬁmumiﬂmimLﬁuﬁnadmaaamé’aqﬁ’uﬁmgzyzgwLaae‘?mﬁ
MnAzNTIINTITsTIIMITeluined  uniinerdndednval (lavfenans
$us09 WUEC-16-024-01)

4.35n15a U598

Jun1s3deuuunan (mixed method) Tnens3derdausunadiingusyaa
ieussifiudszansaiwnisnumufnuidiunulesrenz uuudeurestaaoy
lasanisuszidiuanunsendnfnwunmg  dwsunisusziliuiasiusesninug
AuEIsaluNsUTENeUiTImanssn wimean Tuneudl 1 wasnsideids
ﬂmmwﬁ?uﬁi’mqﬂisaqﬁLﬁaizqﬂﬁaﬁﬁNaﬁiawaﬂmmuaauﬁqﬂdn

nannalunsAndenitIun@Ane (inclusion criteria)

1. Wutnnwiluth@nwummdudi 3 dnindvummemans amineide

JauanYal
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2. UszasAnnulassnsussifiuanundeutindnwunmg drusunsuszidiu
WaETUTRIAINIANNANT N TUTENBUTMANIYNTTU UNNEan Fupou 1
NaNNAUNLUNISANBBNINASANET (exclusion criteria)
laifipuysrasAdnginlasanisivg
AN UIEALATINTG

Tenguitesuvlinedesay 50 vastulnisAnw

Y

(Y] =

duumsdnmiBsuTinasiiumsidelaedazuuumsaouis 3 ade Ald
aouiaiaud ndnadeneiSeuisunaisosnsiuuluutagase

dmumsdnwndsnunim imsdadoninAnuiunndfiaiasladngam
dunwaliloszyliady Minadenanzuuuaey natlunsdunival Ghediau
wuulln) Useana 30-60 uiisieau Yaaianlunisdunivalegsyninneuaeu
Uszanas 1-2 ey Fudlevnnisdunivalaseunquiladeiifnadeasuuuaey Tiun
\ovnuaganaou U%mzumLLW‘vﬁaLﬂ%iaaﬁmniz&:uizwﬂizmw Hlamsuou
Hlusmsoenidane Falusnseunidsde

nsiesideya (@ wsvdiureanis@nvi@elTuna) asudnvaeves
nauegalagldatifganssaumuinyEvetoya warsULUUTaIN1INTEAY
Guaq%’aaﬂa ﬁﬂi mean, standard deviation (SD), median, interquartile range
(IQR), percentage/proportion M3ATIEveya (Fmsuludiudeyaidanmunin)
Fmsddenindnuunndudi 3 wuuienzas (purposive sampling methods)
Tnevtudunallunguin@nwunndfifnanindeud Womnsdunmuaiagyiins
Tufinmuifiethluimseinuunenswa (coding) oly wazdinisiaduadns rigor
YDIUIIYAILITNTINAOULUVAMLEINTIY (investigator triangulation method)
tinideusazau vinsneasiaildainnisdunvaliasiunIeuiiouiu sva
vidoussiiuiiilingsiu azvhmsyaneneuldsiagaving (inal codes) uayis
ATINERULUUAILEYDIETIUTINYBYA (methodological triangulation) lngyiinns
dunwaliuungy (focus group) way dunwaldnAnwiseyaaanuuiilasasne

(semi-structured interview) LLawT’lmié’mwaiﬁ]uﬂ’jﬁa;gaﬁlﬁwﬁuﬁa (saturate)
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npuuazaAdeiiieadas

MsiFeudenues (self-directed learning) Wundslumadiamsdnmsisou
msdeudsgn (active leaming) FsvanslsaSeuwneliivaiatidmsumatou
msaeudtlivaduiiumelalasamyossBainfnmuwmdtuuiaain (Kar et al,
2014; Monroe, 2016; Pai, Rao, Punja, & Kamath, 2014; Peine, Kabino, &
Spreckelsen, 2016) FarunssaliAnnsUsEilulnensaeu wazLisrriuLdeU
wanuasmuedriuneyana e duiiiinlvinAnviuwndannsossysein
Anudslfnzuunaeuliifuiimels sudsamsanunnluseinldedimsage
TunaweSenddmiumsaudididn egnslsAmuiinsnuideuszansnm
vean15ldyadeaeudiagudenzuuunisaeuainnisaeuluyszneuign
iloUsznauivwnunssflulsemaanigelu3ni (The United States Medical
Licensing Examnination step 1: USMLE step 1) wuinnisldyadeaeudnsagy
Ty ifuiusfunafiuturesnsuuNN AR USINE (Bonasso, Lucke-Wold, Reed,
Bozek, & Cottrell, 2015)

witvanslsaSouuwnsldatagadeaeviaionin nsaeuuszananinmg
(comprehensive examination) tazlaiin1sAnwiiiaszRnANduT UV

ALLUUAD VTN AN LNNETUUSAATNANNNNTNAADUAETRER UL ANLAINTaNY
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fisreeuadulssdnianduius () femRdednte (057 89 0.83) uansng
muﬁqmsﬁaaauﬁﬁﬂLﬁumiaaue‘z’iam‘%auLﬁauﬁ’mxLLuuaaumﬂmﬁaaﬂwizﬂaU
AnTnieUsznevivndwnvnsaluusemaanigoning (The United States
Medical Licensing Examination step 1: USMLE step 1) (Coumarbatch, Robinson,
Thomas, & Bridge, 2010; Davis & Gayer, 2017; Denton, Durning, Wimmer,
Pangaro, & Hemmer, 2004; Gauer, Wolff, & Jackson, 2016; Giordano,
Hutchinson, & Peppler, 2016; Sarko, Svoren, & Katz, 2010; Slocum & Louder,
2006) fnsfnwmuin yateasuyaniinzuuunsaouluiladensinsainisaon
ANUBIN1TE@OU USMLE step 1 o 98tiudAeyn19ada (p<0.001) (Coumarbatch,
et al,, 2010) ﬁgafjl,l,ﬁﬂ::LLuum'iaawmgﬂsi’iaaauwﬁmmé’mﬁuéﬁ’umLLuumﬁaaU
USMLE step 1 gagszauauduiusgs (r=0.79) usanunsaneinsaiaziuuasy
USMLE step 1 lawfiasinoay 62.3 (Sarko, et al., 2010) U@ ItuNISANEN
wmemansldimunaiisypdeaouiiiomisuaamiendmivinAnwiunmed
(pre-test) wsisvAuANUANTUSTRIRTIULUSEUWIBURUN SR UYRTRARUTEAUYIA
HreglunamidnuasUsrautymeyadoaeuiiiaunaistulasantuonmnine
(Denton, et al.,, 2004; Jozefowicz et al., 2002)
dwfudladeiifinarenvuuuvewinAnwunmdduuiaaindu dn1sdne
Tuiln@nwunmgsiuin 256 Ay wud1 dndnwwnmdfldnamuniuunisoy
8-11 Hlusriotu fAzuuunnsdoy USMLE step 1 unninifn@nwuwnndfildiaan
numuunSeutesnit 8 tluseTu egndtuddymnedn (p<0.05) way
TnAnwETILUUTRdRUWSBLATUNS BN 2,000 Yo Tevuuunsdeu
USMLE step 1 winninth@inwunngfivhuuunageunisuanundoutioania
2,000 90 pg98itisdAgy (p<0.01) (Kumar et al., 2015) YoNNIMSANNILIRALEN
sre0unis 1Esenuimuduiuisswihansawedsluiudd 2 Faduiudiu
AZLUUNITEOU USMLE step 1 ag1slidediAgnieais (p<0.05) (Zhang,
Rauchwarger, Toth, & O'Connell, 2004) d@uiadedu wu Frlusnsueunes

o =2

Jn@Anwknng nsAneludnAnwiwnmg 271 AW wuIN FUANYNaUEBUNY
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finAnwunndifiesiora 15.3 fiueuunnnit 7 FalussieTu (Ahmed, Sadat, &
Cukor, 2017) wazlkiin13ANwINUI1 WeRNTTUVRIUNANYILANG 1 HU N15UBUDENY
Wlgane waz/vie eenfidsedsainate duiusiugunmindd (quality of
life) LLazmiﬂﬁﬁamﬁﬂﬁmaﬁﬂmi{ﬂw‘ﬁlﬁ (Dyrbye, Satele, & Shanafelt, 2016;
Wang et al, 2016; Wolf & Rosenstock, 2016) usogslsAny Fﬁlﬁﬁ“ﬁaga
audiiussewinedalusmsuey wiiemseenidime swdetadedug Afeates

AUALLUUNTEDUSEAUTIRVDIUNAN YNNG

Han1sAn¥ILAZN1TRAUTIEHA
1349 1 hansdnuaieiinluveinguiiege

AMENYMY n =48

el

8, 31U (Souay) 17 (35.4)

e, U (5ovaz) 31 (64.6)
mqmé"a, Y (v-ﬁwﬂmmummgw) 21.2(0.5)
GPAX

g, Anade (Adesuuinasgiu) | 3.42 0.30)

e, Ay (mLﬁmwummgwu) 3.43(0.27)

v v <

tindny gt 3 Suuiidu a8 eu Wuinfnwunmdediu 17 ey
(Sovaz 35.4) uazin@nwiunmdndgs 31 au (Sevaz 64.6) Andudnsnarumeeie
Aomnadayinity 1:1.82 engedsvesind@nwuwndvindu 21.2 = 0.5 T Fslidhs
lasenisUssiiuaunsentdndnwiunmg dmsunisussiliunaziusesninus
aruanasalumsUssneuindnnunssy uwweam dupoudl 1 ludwAensa
MsaeUASTl 1, 2 WAy 3 $1uu 48, 48 uag 39 AU MUY (F9ed 1)

ldansussiiuanundeudnfnwiwnmg dwmsunsussiliuwasiusesaud
aruanasalumsUssneuindnnunssy wivean Juneud 1 S1uaudeaoy
pdsar 100 9o Tunan 2 dalus TaswvumasouiinamasouaguliovnaILne
Samnanaaiiunneaniiuun e 1.Biochemistry and molecular biology
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2.Human development and genetics 3.Specimen collection 4.Immune
response 5.Respiratory 6.Nephrology 7.Infection 8.Pharmacology 9.Cardiology
10.Hematology 11.Gastrointestinal and hepatobiliary system 12.Neurology
13.Endocrinology 14.Reproductive 15.Quantitative methods Dudu Falg
fuflunsaeuiaay 3 ass laun adadl 1 Suf 16 Suey 2559, adsit 2 Yuit 23
UNTIAN 2560 WazAsil 3 uil 10 Wweu 2560

dmSumsdeunsail 1 @Lﬁﬁaauﬁwm 48 AU ANYUENIINTENYMIVDIASLLUY
Tndnwwmdiy azuuuiinisuanuasun@ (normal distribution) n1sMAdey
N1SHANWIUUUNE Shapiro-Wilk test 0.54 ArkuLRAsvRsINAnwLImME YU
43.3 + 8.7 avuuu lnesesideinfitn@nwildrzuuuadetosnindesas 50 vos
AzLUWLAL lalAseien Basic science, Cardiology, Hematology, Neurology,
Gastrointestinal system, Nephrology, Endocrinology Uag Infectious disease
fFan difficulty index @sdnadswindu 0.52 Famnednueinvesdoday
agluszauUIunas

dwdumaaoundsdl 2 Fdraeuiovun 48 au dnvagnisnszaeiavesnzuuy
Tndnwumdi azuuuiinisuanuasun@ (normal distribution) n1sMAdey
N5HANWIUUUNG Shapiro-Wilk test 0.55 AruuLRAsvRsINAnwLImME WU
50.7 + 8.2 axuuu Inesesdeinfitn@nwldrzuuuadetosnindesas 50 vos
AzLUWLAL  lAWAI83Y Basic science, Respiratory system, Neurology,
Endocrinology, Reproductive system lag Quantitative methods lan1sauae
difficulty index sAnadBwintu 051 Fsvsnefsmnueinvestoasuetluszsiv
Jr1unans

dwsunisaeunseit 3 Tdraeuiimun 39 au dnvagnanszanedvesazuuy
Tndnwwmdi azuuuiinisuanuasn@ (normal distribution) n1sMAdey
N15HANWIUUUNGE Shapiro-Wilk test 0.53 AruuLRAEvRsINAnwLImME WU
52.6 + 6.2 axuu Ineesdeinfitndnwldrzuuuadetosnindesas 50 vos
AzuwuULAL lewAs1e397 Neurology, Cardiology & Respiratory system,
Pharmacology Wag Quantitative methods & Photo quiz lan1sAule
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difficulty index @sAnademitiu 0.53 Fanefrnuenvestodeusgluseiu
Uunang

'
= 1

NNSUSEUTEUATLULTUNTNAZRUAS SN karASINERY NUINUNANYE

Qe

ATLULLLTULRAY 7.4 Azlul (95%CI 5.6-9.3) Nszautivdfny 0.05 waznin

[V
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nuininAnwdazuuuintuedy 9.9 azuuu (95%Cl 7.5-12.2) Nszdutivdfgy

[

0.05 WAEUINAAITUNTUSDHALVDIALLUUNANTUVDINITNAADUASINANY
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(95%Cl 18.9-33.5) (FlauNuDiI 1)
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P 4 24

LNNEANT TUABDUA 1 ASIN 1, 2 way 3

80

70

60
50.7+8.2 52.6%6.2
50 43.3+8.7 e .

=

RENY PR DG

40

30

20

10

31



et elnfitnAnuldrzuuuaiodosninfesas 50 vosAvLUUY
veamsaauamASaldun neurology warsiethidelviithAnuldazuuuads
Younin¥eway 50 aesluanuadiesnisaeu léun basic science, endocrinology,
respiratory system Way quantitative methods wiianlagnusautin@nwiunme
NURaRzLLUEa U finuldrsuunluseauiilidimels  wasnduly
numuAnudeauewd Adwmedlsedinitezuuuedetesnindosas 50 fa
n1swssuAunsaud miunisusziliuiazSusesanuialuatusalunis
Usenauin@nasnssy dunoudl 1 1 onduiudeddsuuuuniniounisaoudu
ieduasunszuiunsioudvesindne edmaliiAnauianudila
wieudmSunsaeunaY 1y nsiseuskUUNgUgay (a small-group learning
model) %nwudﬂﬁ%’umméwL%ﬁ]é"]umiﬁauifa&mﬁ (Ginzburg, Brenner, Cassara,
Kwiatkowski, & Willey, 2017; Jones, Holland, & Oldmeadow, 2008; Levinson

et al, 2017; Lewin & Lanken, 2004) $1491NN15013973%10819AT9ASAMLIAN

v

Sudunuinazuuuaeureanguinfnwifiinaniuliunnssfuasuunasy
vosnguiindnuniidnwimenuiesegnaiidudfamaadi (Werner & Bull, 2003)
ATeTumsAny Ay 1in Ussdvsammsieisuanundounisaeuse
SULUURALE UTUN 9T N SoU N SARUMEN S ANEMEAUBANENBEN AL

a L3

HaN1IATIEdayaldennAIN

ffsmdunvaiidu 10 eu Tnsvhmsdunisaiuuundgu (focus group)
o 2 Sy fiindnwunnd sunsdunvaingy adiay 3 Au uadunival
Unfinwinmd SeyaRameN TN T¥aMUUELATIE3 (semi-structured interview)

P9vUA 4 A9 NISAUNWAILELIAN 29-58 U
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n1ssuFdantsaeuiasuluayenmtugusznauividwiavnssu

v
v = s

Unfnwunmdnnauniudunieel laduianisasuasausnludnneusutey
“ilalagupeutinideny mouludineneulszyugUnasasorny Tl [AUA]
Wununaisesnisaeuiidesdnisaeuaiudu”

o =

UnanwIMnne 3

wAnaws19glasuNIIUiaNIsa ULAIARSNN TnAnwILmg 7 Au §aue9I
< A -:4' o o T a 1Y)
Wuesilnaduazdiliinseieudaeulag
“Aellaisaneslsun ins1ed18ahn18nu dilnada Fasiz)” “dilureesise
979599 duApesls”

o =

wunAnw e 1 uag 2/ Focus group 1

Tumasnduiy sindnwiunmd 3 ey FEndindudesiiuindr AelAnmuian
fuedon “pouilanyindany ndaunnseuly llousing s wudun wylss
iweiedey Maiuveninasinigeucompre fu NLE o 1auyiamm ARoas
1316 pass 94 wyiATeRnsIn Andlal pass Fugaense ozl541429 i

Unanw e 3

YeszzIANUATENAHRY
UnAnwunmdnaunudunualsuwieuimgoustevia 12 ey feudey
lngzuanmawsendaeunuuilungy Jeazisudinisuunguyimasainguil

asululsznauasadu

3 Compre MaNgfis MsaauUszaIan (comprehensive examination) Fadnaoulnediinivunmerans
Tnedndnvwmddull 3 Feudraeunazshunasiideutuiiiofnuselutueain

NLE et msdsuidiuuaefusesanudauaninsalunmsyseneuinnnmanssy Funeouil 1 (National license
examination step |) FadnapulasguivssiliuazsusesrmuimmannsalumsUsenauindnnunss (A5,
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“YoIIOWNFUBTUDI039599 nATlminsy usrrdadnisuangy Tugu Aaus
Uszanadl 2 Uaneq Ussanaudou wawnn gun vestliiuan Asudnisutsngy
UagATARIUINGINUAT”

unAnwunye 2/ Focus group 1

dwiunsBunieufiaeureaudaryana thdnwiSmeIouduaniaiy
ool lneflszoznanGuwiensasuegi 4 1fouils 12 ileunouaeu
“Yoanaied) (W5enaey] Ussanaaiilmaeuiasouds wenzuuueeniuizan
PIIATIIVONUT T IATY”

o =

WnAnwwme 7/Focus group 2

SULUUNSATENAIERY

Unfinwunnd T3Bnswseudiaeunatezuuuy liun nswssudeudungy
N50UNTNEDLEY LISBUAU tutorial class Tuusiazsedan uazidzeulufanssy
ayUarudannanitudu Taesisun (10 ) Tiamfunsatuin mawSeudou
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