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Characteristics of Pali in Prayers

for Stupas and Buddha’s Images in Northern Thailand”

Nonlacha Naphoom -

Sompornnuch Tansrisook **
Abstract

The article aims at studying characteristics of Pali language in 53selected
prayers uttered in the worship of significant Stupas and Buddha’s images in
8provinces of Northern Thailand. It is found that the prayers, mostly
written in prose with some particular styles, have a similar structure and
similar components, showing the same thought and subject matter on
which the prayers are based. Three special characteristics are found in the
language. Firstly, Thai proper nouns are formed into Pali by the methods in

Pali works of Northern Thailand. Secondly, use of gender, case, and

number are often different from standard grammar. Thirdly, words in
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sentence are ordered from subject, verb, and object like Thai language.
These qualities clearly reflect the influence of Thai language and the way

to say the prayer.
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