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The Church of the East and

the Preservation of Western Intellect

Supavit Thavaraputta ”

Abstract

The Nestorians were the Christians who populated in the Middle East and
played significant role in the history of Christianity during the q"_g"
centuries. These people had interacted with the Roman empire, the
Sassanian empire, and the Islamic empire and established the Church of
the East among the conflicts between these great powers. The study about
this Church gives us some new aspects in the development of Christianity,
including the theological interpretation which avoided the Roman
influence, the relation between political issue and religious stand point,

and, most important one, the preservation of Christian faith under non-

This article is developed from some parts of the presentation titled “Migration and
Translation: the Algebra in Medieval Arab” which was presented to the Third Congress
of the Asian Association of World Historians (AAWH) - “Migration in Global History:
Peoples, Plants, Plagues, and Ports” during 29 — 31 May, 2015 at Nanyang Technological
University (NTU), Singapore.
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Christian rulers. With these successes, the Nestorian Christians were able to
promulgate their religion in the Middle East, and this was the channel that,
later, brought the Christian and Greek intellects to the Islamic world. The
article tries to historically explain the development of people in the
Church of the East and simultaneously comprehend their intellectual

tradition and the practice in their religious studies.
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