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An Analysis of the Carrying Capacity in Cross-Border Tourism
for Sustainable Development:
A Case Study of Ubon Ratchathani Province, Thailand and

Champasak Province, Lao People’s Democratic Republic

Ruethairat Plengwan )

Thitirat Panbamrungkij -
Abstract

This study aims to establish a carrying capacity assessment system for
cross-border tourism at Ubon Ratchathani, Thailand and Champasak, Lao
PDR. This assessment is one of the key indicators of sustainable tourism
development. It is composed of 14 indicators allocated into 3 categories:
Physical-environment, Socio-cultural and Economic-Policy. Using Weight
Linear Combination, the existing carrying capacity of cross-border tourism
was investigated. Results indicated that Ubon Ratchathani and Champasak
performed at the same mid-level of the carrying capacity (37.78 and
35.44%, respectively). However, in depth analysis at the district level in
Ubon Ratchathani showed that Phibun Mangsahan district had the highest
level of carrying capacity, while the lowest level of carrying capacity was

Nam Khun district (69.24 and 18.69%, respectively). Whilst the highest and
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lowest carrying capacity of Champasak were Paksong district and
Bachiangchaleunsouk district (55.31 and 7.26, respectively). In addition,
multiple correlation analysis was carried out to investigate influence factors
toward the potential development of cross-border tourism. The data
showed that the rate of new occupation at destination, services from
tourism information center and variety of tourism activities were considered
as the highest influence factors that capable of boosting and suggesting
the potential carrying capacity and sustainable tourism policy in the near

future.
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