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Oral Proficiency Levels and Likely Use of
Language Forms among Thai University Students

Majoring in Japanese ~

Kanolwan Laohaburanakit Katagiri -
Abstract

The study showed the result of Oral Proficiency levels and use of language
forms among Japanese-majored Thai students in Chulalongkorn University.
Oral Proficiency levels followed the guidelines by The American Council
on the Teaching of Foreign Languages (ACTFL). Ratings in 157 students
showed that most of the students were classified as intermediate, and
only 40% of the students had adequate language skills appropriate for
their post-graduation employment. Analysis of database further revealed
that Thai JFL learners tended to use a language form that was different
from learners of other native languages and different from JSL learners.

Thai JFL learners were more likely to use language forms that were self-
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directed, and less likely to use those that focused on the listener. The
findings from this study will help design Japanese conversation lessons in

Thailand.
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