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Names of Chaofa in the Rattanakosin Period:
A Study of the Relationship between

Thai Language and Culture

Danai Ployplai ”
Siriporn Phakdeephasook

Abstract

This article aims at examining names of Chaofa in the Rattanakosin period
by focusing on two aspects; namely 1) linguistic devices adopted in naming,
and 2) thoughts, beliefs, and values reflected from the naming practice.
The data was mainly collected from the book titled, “Rajsakulwongse”

(the Royal Descent) (2011). It is found that names of Chaofa consist of two
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components: name and subname. This can be considered an exclusive
attribute of the names of Chaofa. There are four types of linguistic devices
mainly adopted in naming practice namely, lexical choice selection, making
reference to other elites’ names, using rhymes, and using auspicious
characters. These linguistic devices were adopted for demonstrating the
significance of Chaofa, the hierarchy among Chaofa, the relationship
between each individual Chaofa and the king as well as his or her own
family, and his or her gender. Also, some devices were employed for the
sake of auspiciousness. Last, it is found that there are 5 underlying ideas in
the naming practice involving Chaofa namely the royal prerogative, family
background of Chaofa, the line of succession, gender-role values and the

belief about auspiciousness.

Keywords: Names of Royalty in the Rattanakosin Period, Name, Naming,

Chaofa, Thai Language and Culture
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