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Kantruem Songs Concerning Saen Don Ta Tradition
and Identity of Northern Khmer Speakers

in the Southern Part of Northeastern Thailand

Direk Hongthong ™
Abstract

Northern Khmer speakers in the southern part of Northeastern Thailand
own several cultural components which express their group identity. The
most well-known one is Kantruem song. General Kantruem lyrics, usually
composed in Northern Khmer language, are about love, happiness and
sorrow, and moral instruction. From approximately 2002 onwards, have
emerged the inexperienced Kantruem lyrics, still in Northern Khmer
language, concerning Saen Don Ta, the tradition which highlights the core
of Northern Khmer culture. This paper aims at examining Northern Khmer
speakers’ identities through these special data, and the factors influencing

the production of these new lyrics and the identifications. The study
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reveals various identities of ethnic Khmer minority dwelling in Thailand; the
localism which has influenced the ethnic media production for the
collaborative protection of the Northern Khmer speakers’ culture in crisis;
and many factors influencing the identifications which comprise of
geographical, historical, economic, cultural, and regionally and nationally

political factors.

Keywords: Kantruem song, Saen Don Ta tradition, identity, Northern

Khmer, southern Isan
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