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Women’s Rights According to Law of Inheritance

in the Dharmasastras

Boondarika Boonyo and Chanwit Tudkeao ”

Abstract

This article studies and compares women’s rights according to ancient
Indian Law of Inheritance from four Dharmasdstra texts. The study is
divided into three main parts: women’s status in the family, women’s
heritage property rights, and women’s inheritance rights. The study shows
that, firstly, women’s status in the family can be changed but women are
required to be under the protection of men in the family for their entire
lifetime; secondly, women have the right to possess private property
called stridhana, which can be owned by women only; and, lastly, women
have the right to inherit family property in cases where the deceased has
no sons of his own, with a woman’s inheritance rights being depedent on
her status in the family: a wife will inherit from her deceased husband, a

daughter from her deceased father, or a mother from her own deceased son.
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