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Conceptual Metaphors about Phoenix and Chicken

in Mandarin Chinese

Yao Siqi
Abstract

The objective of this research is to study animal metaphors in Mandarin
Chinese, especially those relating to phoenixes and chickens. The analysis
focuses on using the Conceptual Metaphor Theory proposed by Lakoff
and Johnson (2003) to explain the process whereby things are compared
to these two kinds of animal. The data were derived from the Chinese
National Corpus created by the Center for Chinese Linguistics at Peking
University. The results from 116 sentences with phoenix metaphors reflect
two main conceptual metaphors: HUMAM BEINGS ARE PHOENIXES and
INANIMATE THINGS ARE PHOENIXES. For the chicken metaphors, a total
of 279 examples were divided into two main categories: HUMAM BEINGS
ARE CHICKENS and INANIMATE THINGS ARE CHICKENS. Each major
conceptual metaphor contains various subcategories. The mappings from
the source domains PHOENIXES and CHICKENS to the target domains
HUMAN BEINGS and INANIMATE THINGS are made possible due to the
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existence of correspondences between the two domains. Moreover, the
findings demonstrate not only conceptual metaphors involving these two
kinds of animal, but also the relationship beliefs concerning such animals

among Chinese people and their traditional culture and social customs.

Keywords: conceptual metaphors, animal metaphors, cognitive linguistic

theory, Chinese culture
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