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Vowel-Length Contrast of (e) (¢) (0) and (9)

in the Thai Language of Sukhothai Period

Sireemas Maspong
Abstract

This article examines the vowel-length contrast between (e) and (¢) and
between (0) and (o) in the Thai language of the Sukhothai Period. Length
distinctions are analyzed by assessing the connections between graphemes
in Sukhothai inscriptions and phonemes in Proto-Southwestern Tai and
Angkorian Khmer. The study reveals that there are 5 graphemes
representing (e), (¢), (0), and (o), which are <e>, <ee>, <- ->, <0>, and <a>.
The distribution of vocalic graphemes compared with vowel phonemes in
PSWT demonstrates that vowel phonemes can be divided into two groups.
Vowels in the first group include those with length contrast, such as /e/, /e:/
and /o/, /o:/. On the other hand, vowels in the second group do not have
length contrast; examples include /e:/ and /o:/. Additionally, both /e:/ and

/2:/ have allophones [¢] and [o] that appear in specific environments.
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