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Court Music Bureaus during the Qing Dynasty *
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Abstract :

Nanfu ®3Jff (Southern Bureau) and Jingshan %t il (Coal Hill) were two
music bureaus that played a vital role in the production of gala performances in the
Qing court theater. The history of these two court music bureaus could be traced back
to the Ming dynasty. Later they were fully developed during the Kangxi FEEE (1661-
1722) and Qianlong ¥z [% (1736-1796) reigns. These two music bureaus consisted of
various schools, each in charge of different musical and performative aspects in the
Qing court theater. Nanfu and Jingshan were not only a reflection of Qing emperors’
personal taste in opera performances, but were also essential for the celebration of
festive occasions in the Qing court. The purpose of this article is to provide new insights
on five aspects of Nanfu and Jingshan that helped shape their existence—
establishments, developments, locations, timeline and organizations. Both court music
bureaus functioned as the lens through which one can see a panoramic view of Qing
court theater.
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