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Images of Animals in Japanese Myths in Kojiki
Author:  Attaya Suwanrada

Abstract :

Kojiki is the oldest Japanese literary work written by Emperor Temmu's
command to collect the information about the imperial family, myths and tales to be
used in Japanese history. The first episode of Kojiki is about Japanese myths beginning
from the birth of deities and the creation of Japanese Islands until the birth of Emperor
Jimmu, the first emperor of Japan. This article aims to study about the images of
animals in the myths in Kojiki by classifying those animals into 4 groups: land animal,
aquatic animal, reptile and insect, and bird. From the study, it is found that each group
has different images. Land animal has images of intelligence and cunning. Aquatic
animal has images of being a supporter or a retinue. Reptile and insect has images of
danger and unpeacefulness. Bird has images of the connection between two worlds or
relating with times.

MIETONBIANENS U7 38 AULA 2 (NINYIAU-FUIAN 2552)



