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Abstract : 

 
This research paper focuses on the education of Japanese women, with 

particular emphasis on rural women or women in village societies, in order to provide a 
better understanding of Japanese culture as a whole.  The paper also aims to provide 
an analysis of Japanese social values and ideas on women’s education from the past 
until the twentieth century.  This development has been divided into 3 periods – from 
the adoption of Chinese culture to the Edo period, education for women in village 
societies from the seventeenth to the nineteenth century and, finally, modern education 
in the Post Meiji reform era when university education became available to Japanese 
women.    

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


